
10.2%

5.5%

7.0%

7.9%

9.6%

6.8%

6.6%

7.2%

5.4%

5.0%

6.0%

4.7%

7.6%

4.7%

4.0%

5.0%
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Auckland

Waikato
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West Coast

Canterbury
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6,764

725
4,406

Jobseeker Support Sole Parent Support

Other reasons

Transferred

Obtained work

Jobseeker Support Sole Parent Support

June 20 May 20 Number Percent June 19 Number Percent

All main benefits 353,440 352,048 1,392 0.4 291,969 61,471 21.1

Jobseeker Support (JS) 190,456 189,519 937 0.5 136,233 54,223 39.8

Work Ready (JS – WR) 123,965 124,187 -222 -0.2 75,323 48,642 64.6

Health Condition and Disability (JS – HCD) 66,491 65,332 1,159 1.8 60,910 5,581 9.2

Sole Parent Support (SPS) 64,029 63,682 347 0.5 59,263 4,766 8.0

Supported Living Payment (SLP) 94,144 94,228 -84 -0.1 92,856 1,288 1.4

Health Condition and Disability (SLP – HCD) 85,234 85,317 -83 -0.1 84,266 968 1.1

Carers (SLP – Carers) 8,910 8,911 -1 0.0 8,590 320 3.7

Youth Payment/Young Parent Payment 1,464 1,437 27 1.9 1,543 -79 -5.1

Youth Payment (YP) 172 153 19 12.4 180 -8 -4.4

Young Parent Payment (YPP) 1,292 1,284 8 0.6 1,363 -71 -5.2

Other main benefits 3,347 3,182 165 5.2 2,074 1,273 61.4

Monthly change Yearly change

Yearly trend

Monthly Benefits Update – June 2020  Unless otherwise noted, monthly numbers presented in this 
document are as at the end of the month and clients reported 
on are working age (i.e. 18–64 years).

Main benefit categories and sub-categories All main benefits, timeseries

Population proportion of 15–64 year olds receiving Jobseeker Support, 
by Regional Council

Population proportion, and percentage 
point change, compared with June 2019

Supplementary benefits and hardship assistance Other main benefits
 Supplementary benefits and hardship assistance numbers include all clients of the assistance shown, not only 
working-age clients. Benefit Advances and Special Needs Grants (SNGs) are the sum of grants in the month. The sum of 
Special Needs Grants also includes Food SNGs. 

Supplementary benefits

Hardship assistance

Youth

Jobseeker Support, by age groups

Grants and cancellations of benefits
 Benefit grants and cancellations are the sum of grants or cancellations during the 
relevant month.

Grants Cancellations

2,238

750

359

2,230

747

205

1,028

741

305

Emergency Benefit (EB)

Emergency Maintenance
Allowance (EMA)

Jobseeker Support
Student Hardship (JSSH) Last year 17.7

Last month 75.1

Last year 1.2

Last month 0.4

Last year 117.7

Last month 0.4

EMA change (%)

EB change (%)

JSSH change (%)

44,931

145,525

44,660

144,859

27,128

109,105

18–24 
years

25–64 
years

Nelson 6.0%

Last year 33.4

Last month 0.5

Last year 65.6

Last month 0.6

25–64 years change (%)

18–24 years change (%)

348,754

233,882

87,834

344,019

233,897

86,477

300,741

231,952

65,727

Accommodation
Supplement (AS)

Disability Allowance
(DA)

Temporary
Additional

Support/Special
Benefit (TAS/SPB)

Last year 33.6

Last month 1.6

Last year 0.8

Last month 0.0

Last year 16.0

Last month 1.4

TAS/SPB change (%)

Accommodation 
Supplement  change 
(%)

Disability Allowance 
change (%)

156,985

71,137

180,296

57,479

94,227

57,343

Special Needs Grants
(SNGs)

Benefit Advances
(ADV) Last year 24.1

Last month 23.8

Last year 66.6

Last month -12.9

Last year 78.5

Last month -17.5

Benefit Advances 
change (%)

Special Needs Grants 
change (%)

Food SNGs change (%)

130,335
158,020

73,031

Food SNGs

12,792

1,674

11,895

1,336 443
431
462

Auckland 5.5% Waikato 7.0%

Bay of Plenty 7.9%

Northland 10.2%

Gisborne 9.6%

Wellington 5.4%

Canterbury 4.7%

Taranaki 6.6%

Southland 5.0%

2.3%
1.7%
1.8%
2.3%
2.2%
2.1%

1.7%
1.3%
1.3%
1.7%
1.8%

1.5%
1.5%
1.5%

1.1%
0.8%

June 19

May 20

June 20

June 19

May 20

June 20

June 19

May 20

June 20

June 19

May 20

June 20

353,440

11.8

0.0

4.0

8.0

12.0

16.0

0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000
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300,000

350,000

400,000

Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun

2019 2020

PercentNumber

All main benefits

People aged 18–64 receiving a main benefit (%)

Otago 4.0%

Hawke’s Bay 6.8%

Marlborough 4.7%

West Coast 7.6%

Tasman 5.0%
Manawatu-Whanganui 7.2%



4,887

11,784

7,026

6,339

1,755

2,956

1,508

3,447

4,424

203

289

274

228

2,847

780

663

4,878

11,967

7,219

6,553

1,747

3,040

1,499

3,466

4,452

203

300

268

223

2,872

784

727
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202

106,299

83,018

231

106,833

83,392

Gender diverse Male Female

10,468

49,386

18,245

13,157

2,853

7,841

4,556

10,468

13,395

748

1,291

971

913

16,586

3,901

2,671

7,998

42,243

14,962

10,637

2,178

6,340

3,698

8,280

11,064

659

1,141

799

761

13,692

3,199

2,245
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7,375

37,770

13,800

9,953

2,209

4,796

3,494

7,645

13,800

1,043

1,140

872

1,073

12,167

4,384

2,250

7,261

37,760

13,859

10,147

2,157

4,842

3,396

7,575

13,676

1,003

1,145

851

1,063

12,109

4,306

2,391
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341
4,185

817
718

47
228
211
285

893
122
102
119
74

1,473
714

218
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6,080

7,519
14,408

12,792

Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun

2019 2020

  Grants

Cancels

JS – WR by Regional Council - Māori JS – WR by Regional Council - NZ European
1,658

7,931

4,155

2,326

276

1,227

1,526

2,911

4,905

627

556

457

710

6,472

2,564

1,242

1,594

7,619

4,065

2,317

253

1,207

1,469

2,856

4,798

596

557

456

709

6,415

2,520

1,302
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Jobseeker Support – Work Ready, by age groups

Special Needs Grants granted for food, by ethnicity

10,746

25,530

19,674

13,812

10,845

9,598

9,552

9,133

8,181

7,116

10,947

25,449

19,190

13,696

10,898

9,605

9,602

9,218

8,192

7,168

18–19

20–24

25–29

30–34

35–39

40–44

45–49

50–54

55–59

60–64

81,760

44,625

15,917

67,437

36,612

13,203

Māori NZ European Pacific peoples

Māori -17.5

NZ European -18.0

Pacific 
peoples

-17.1

Food SNGs by ethnicity, 
monthly  change (%)

Jobseeker Support, by gender

 From 2 December 2019, a “Gender diverse” option was made available for our clients to 
choose from. We expect the numbers in this category to increase over time.

Benefit grants granted for Jobseeker Support, and benefit cancellations due to  
obtaining work, timeseries

May 20   June 20

18–19 1.9

20–24 -0.3

25–29 -2.5

30–34 -0.8

35–39 0.5

40–44 0.1

45–49 0.5

50–54 0.9

55–59 0.1

60–64 0.7

JS – WR by age groups, 
monthly change (%)

COVID-19 Income Support Payment (CIRP)

 From 8 June 2020, people who lost their job between 1 March 2020 and 30 October 2020 can apply 
for CIRP. Numbers reported are of those eligible, aged 16 and older.

12,589 grants *
for CIRP granted during June 2020.

10,579 recipients **
supported by CIRP.

2,624 transfers ***
from Jobseeker Support to CIRP  
occured during June 2020.

9,589 full-time 
recipients of CIRP.

990 part-time 
recipients of CIRP.

*  CIRP grants can subsequently be suspended or cancelled if the recipient gains employment or a grant was applied incorrectly. This means total grants over 
time will not add up to the number of CIRP recipients.

** CIRP recipients are counts of the total number of people receiving CIRP.

*** Transfers to CIRP from Jobseeker Support are cumulative counts of people granted CIRP, who were recently in receipt (or the partner of a primary recipient) 
of Jobseeker Support. 

Female 0.5

Male 0.5

Gender 
diverse

14.4

JS by gender, 
monthly change (%)

JS – WR by Regional Council - Pacific peoples

164

7,744

506

216

30

179

49

186

1,231

12

22

22

6

418

109

57

152

7,999

520

221

29

181

42

187

1,250

11

25

21

7

437

114
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Northland

Auckland

Waikato

Bay of Plenty

Gisborne

Hawke's Bay

Taranaki

Manawatu-Whanganui

Wellington

Tasman

Nelson

Marlborough

West Coast

Canterbury

Otago

Southland

Jobseeker Support – Work Ready, by Regional Council and ethnicity

 Further data breakdowns are 
available in the accompanying data file

COVID-19 Income Support Payment, by Regional Council

2,352 recipients 
transferred from Jobseeker 
Support to CIRP.

Special Needs Grants granted for food, by Regional Council

June 20

Current recipients, as at the end of June 2020

May 20
June 20

May 20
June 20

May 20
June 20

May 20
June 20

Jobseeker Support – Work Ready, by Regional Council

May 20
June 20

May 20
June 20

Northland -1.5

Auckland 0.0

Waikato 0.4

Bay of Plenty 1.9

Gisborne -2.4

Hawke's Bay 1.0

Taranaki -2.8

Manawatu-Whanganui -0.9

Wellington -0.9

Tasman -3.8

Nelson 0.4

Marlborough -2.4

West Coast -0.9

Canterbury -0.5

Otago -1.8

Southland 6.3

JS – WR by Regional Council, 
monthly change (%)

May 20     June 20

Between 8 and 30 June 2020

Northland -23.6

Auckland -14.5

Waikato -18.0

Bay of Plenty -19.2

Gisborne -23.7

Hawke's Bay -19.1

Taranaki -18.8

Manawatu-Whanganui -20.9

Wellington -17.4

Tasman -11.9

Nelson -11.6

Marlborough -17.7

West Coast -16.6

Canterbury -17.4

Otago -18.0

Southland -15.9

Food SNGs by Regional Council, 
monthly change (%)


