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	All Main Benefits – March 2017 Quarter


Key Facts
At the end of March 2017:

· 278,236 working-age
 people were receiving a main benefit 

· 9.6 percent of the working-age population of New Zealand
 were receiving a main benefit
· over half (57.5 percent) of main benefit recipients were female, and 42.5 percent were male

· 42.9 percent of main benefit recipients were receiving Jobseeker Support, 33.5 percent were receiving Supported Living Payment, and 22.4 percent were receiving Sole Parent Support
· nearly three-quarters (73.7 percent) of main benefit recipients had been receiving a benefit continuously for more than one year.

Comparing March 2017 with March 2016:

· the number of main benefit recipients decreased by 1,655, or 0.6 percent. This decrease was largely driven by a reduction in Sole Parent Support numbers (down 6.3 percent). Jobseeker Support numbers increased (up 1.9 percent), while Supported Living Payment numbers remained relatively stable (down 0.2 percent)  
· Jobseeker Support numbers decreased in Auckland and Bay of Plenty, but increased or remained stable in all other regions. Canterbury had the largest percentage increase in Jobseeker Support recipients (12.0 percent). Sole Parent Support numbers decreased in all regions. Supported Living Payment numbers decreased in Northland, Auckland and Nelson, but increased or remained relatively unchanged elsewhere
· the proportion of the working-age population in New Zealand receiving a main benefit fell from 9.9 percent to 9.6 percent.
Table 1: Characteristics of working-age recipients of main benefits at the end of March 2012, 2016 and 2017
	Benefit
	Mar-12
	Mar-16
	Mar-17
	Annual change

	Jobseeker Support (JS)
	137,028
	117,134
	119,405
	2,271
	1.9%

	Sole Parent Support (SPS)
	88,509
	66,387
	62,212
	-4,175
	-6.3%

	Supported Living Payment (SLP)
	91,207
	93,250
	93,107
	-143
	-0.2%

	Youth Payment/Young Parent Payment (YP/YPP) See Note 1
	1,135
	857
	1,393
	536
	62.5%

	Other See Note 2
	5,072
	2,263
	2,119
	-144
	-6.4%

	Total working-age recipients
	322,951
	279,891
	278,236
	-1,655
	-0.6%

	Percentage of working-age population receiving main benefits
	11.9%
	9.9%
	9.6%
	--
	--


Note 1: YP/YPP recipients shown are 18+ years. There were 1,676 YP/YPP recipients aged 16-17 years at the end of March 2017. YP/YPP was introduced in August 2012; figures prior to this are estimates.
Note 2: Other includes Emergency Maintenance Allowance (EMA), Emergency Benefit (EB), Jobseeker Student Hardship (JSSH), Widow’s Benefit Overseas (WBO), and Sole Parent Support Overseas (SPSO).
Five-year trend
Main benefit numbers in March 2017 were lower than in March 2012. Changes in benefit numbers over this period largely reflect changes in economic conditions, and an increased focus by Work and Income on moving job seekers into paid work. 
Figure 1: Quarterly benefit numbers, March 2012 to March 2017
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Note 1: Other includes EMA, EB, JSSH, WBO, YP/YPP and SPSO.
The proportion of the working-age population who were receiving a main benefit at the end of March decreased over the last five years. 
Figure 2: Proportion of working-age population receiving main benefits, March 2012 to March 2017
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Note 1: Other includes EMA, EB, JSSH, WBO, YP/YPP and SPSO.
� Working-age recipients are aged 18-64 years. This definition reflects the minimum age of eligibility for most main benefits and the age of qualification for New Zealand Superannuation.


� Based on Statistics NZ National Population Estimate year ended June for relevant years.
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