All main benefits - September 2013 quarter
Key Facts

At the end of September 2013:

· 304,394 working-age* people were receiving a main benefit. 
· 11.0 percent of the working-age population of New Zealand were receiving a main benefit.
· Over half (58%) of main benefit recipients were female, and 42 percent were male.
· 42 percent of main benefit recipients were receiving Jobseeker Support (JS), 30 percent were receiving Supported Living Payment and 26 percent were receiving Sole Parent Support.
· Just over a quarter (26%) of recipients of main benefits had been receiving their current benefit continuously for one year or less.


Between September 2013 and September 2012:
· The number of recipients of main benefits decreased by 16,548, or 5 percent. This decrease was largely driven by decreases in Sole Parent Support and Jobseeker Support numbers.
· Supported Living Payment (SLP) numbers remained stable.
· JS numbers decreased in all Work and Income regions except Nelson and Bay of Plenty, which remained stable. SPS numbers decreased in all regions, and SLP numbers increased in all regions except Taranaki, Nelson, Canterbury and Southern regions.
· The percentage of the working-age population in New Zealand receiving a main benefit fell slightly.
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Summary of working-age* clients receiving main benefits, end of September 2008, 2012 and 2013
	Benefit
	Sep-2008
	Sep-2012
	Sep-2013
	Annual Change

	Jobseeker Support (JS)
	95,603
	       136,020 
	       126,470 
	    -9,550 
	-7%

	Sole Parent Support (SPS)
	79,178
	         86,967 
	         79,699 
	      -7,268 
	-8%

	Supported Living Payment (SLP)
	89,044
	         91,376 
	         92,072 
	            696 
	1%

	Youth Payment/Young Parent Payment (YP/YPP)**
	1,489
	           1,106 
	           1,293 
	            187 
	17%

	Other***
	4,294
	           5,473 
	           4,860 
	          -613 
	-11%

	Total working-age recipients
	269,608
	       320,942 
	       304,394 
	     -16,548 
	-5%

	Percentage of working-age population on main benefits
	10.2%
	11.7%
	11.0%
	
	



*Working-age clients are aged 18-64. This definition reflects the minimum age of eligibility for most main benefits and the age of qualification for New Zealand Superannuation.
**Youth Payment/Young Parent Payment recipients who are 18+ years. There were 1,729 YP/YPP recipients aged 16-17 years at the end of September 2013.
***Other includes Emergency Maintenance Allowance (EMA), Emergency Benefit (EB) and Jobseeker Student Hardship (JSSH), Widow’s Benefit Overseas (WBO).

Five-year trend
Main benefit numbers increased substantially between September 2008 and September 2012, though they have fallen from their peak in 2010. The main driver for this pattern has been changes in economic conditions. 




The proportion of the working-age population who were receiving a main benefit at the end of September increased between 2008 and 2010, but has decreased over the last three years. The main driver for this pattern has been changes in economic conditions.
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All main benefits	Sep	Dec	Mar	Jun	Sep	Dec	Mar	Jun	Sep	Dec	Mar	Jun	Sep	Dec	Mar	Jun	Sep	Dec	Mar	Jun	Sep	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	269608	286176	288959	310296	326811	345476	324814	332924	338212	352707	331529	327817	328496	350932	322951	320041	320942	339095	310146	309782	304394	JS	Sep	Dec	Mar	Jun	Sep	Dec	Mar	Jun	Sep	Dec	Mar	Jun	Sep	Dec	Mar	Jun	Sep	Dec	Mar	Jun	Sep	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	95603	102809	111886	130352	143628	148274	140702	146385	150803	149569	144177	139931	140843	143497	137028	134512	136020	137370	128784	128608	126470	SPS	Sep	Dec	Mar	Jun	Sep	Dec	Mar	Jun	Sep	Dec	Mar	Jun	Sep	Dec	Mar	Jun	Sep	Dec	Mar	Jun	Sep	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	79178	80906	81803	83387	85319	87067	86947	88110	88624	89432	89260	89056	89164	89856	88509	87662	86967	85939	84462	82897	79699	SLP	Sep	Dec	Mar	Jun	Sep	Dec	Mar	Jun	Sep	Dec	Mar	Jun	Sep	Dec	Mar	Jun	Sep	Dec	Mar	Jun	Sep	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	89044	89168	89710	90560	91342	91525	91347	92012	92049	92024	92073	92084	92001	91693	91207	91309	91376	91514	91367	91862	92072	Other	Sep	Dec	Mar	Jun	Sep	Dec	Mar	Jun	Sep	Dec	Mar	Jun	Sep	Dec	Mar	Jun	Sep	Dec	Mar	Jun	Sep	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	5783	13293	5560	5997	6522	18610	5818	6417	6736	21682	6019	6746	6488	25886	6207	6558	6579	24272	5533	6415	6153	Proportion of working-age population receving main benefits at the end of September 2008–2013
All main benefits	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	0.10197475670135067	0.12218649637901963	0.12463590801886792	0.12001344459220506	0.11679069581260622	0.11019505343334589	JS	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	3.6160249936645898E-2	5.3698933334330332E-2	5.5573039504716981E-2	5.1455888585248945E-2	4.9497636471483003E-2	4.5783978684583976E-2	SPS	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2.99477659642872E-2	3.1898649937002047E-2	3.2659198113207548E-2	3.2575370091627816E-2	3.1647264747944874E-2	2.8852196704219641E-2	SLP	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	3.3679416915355143E-2	3.415049968407554E-2	3.392135908018868E-2	3.3611845854827634E-2	3.325169850182496E-2	3.3331402589127979E-2	Other	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2.1873238850624276E-3	2.4384134236117082E-3	2.4823113207547171E-3	2.3703400605006651E-3	2.3940960913533794E-3	2.2274754554142896E-3	