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18 May 2026  

 

 
 

 

Tēnā koe  

 

Official Information Act request 

Thank you for your email of 30 March 2026, requesting information about 
information about the changes to flexible funding. 

I have considered your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). 
Please find my decision on each part of your request set out separately below. 

Under the Official Information Act 1982, I request the following information 
regarding the recent flexible funding changes: 

1. The Minister’s Press Release regarding the changes says that the 
government will “no longer need to look at what people spent in previous 
years to set new budgets”. In relation to this, I request the following: 

a. How much more will it cost to fund flexible funding budgets without 
taking into account what was spent in previous years 

To address this question, please find attached Appendix: REP/26/2/138 - 
Stabilising DSS- recommended approach for flexible funding from April 2026. 

Some information is withheld under section 9(2)(f)(iv) of the Act to maintain the 
constitutional conventions for the time being which protect the confidentiality of 
advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown and officials. The release of this 
information is likely to prejudice the ability of government to consider advice, and 
the wider public interest of effective government would not be served. 

b. Where has the money come from to cover this? Is it new 
operational funding, or has funding been moved – and if so, from 
where? 

The money for the changes is new funding totalling $2.1 billion provided by the 
Government in Budgets 2024 and 2025.  

2. Is Choice in Community Living excluded from flexible funding? Has this 
always been the case? 

Choice in Community Living (CiCL) is a form of flexible support. It was excluded 
from the changes that came into effect 1 April 2026. CiCL is different to other 
forms of flexible funding as it provides residential-like support. The Ministry’s 



Disability Support Services (DSS) advise they need to take some time to consider 
how to treat CiCL. 

The Minister for Disability Issue’s media release of 1 April 2026 provided details of 
the new purchasing rules that were lifted for disability support here: 
www.beehive.govt.nz/release/purchasing-rules-lifted-disability-support. 

You can find further information about CiCL on the DSS website here: 
www.disabilitysupport.govt.nz/disabled-people/improvements-to-disability-
support-services/flexible-funding. 

I will be publishing this decision letter, with your personal details deleted, on the 
Ministry’s website in due course. 

If you wish to discuss this response with us, please feel free to contact 
OIA Requests@msd.govt.nz. 

If you are not satisfied with my decision on your request, you have the right to 
seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman. Information about how to 
make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or 0800 802 602. 

Ngā mihi nui 

pp.  

Anna Graham 
General Manager 
Ministerial and Executive Services 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 




