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13 May 2026  

 

 

 

Tēnā koe  

 

Official Information Act request 

Thank you for your emails of 17 February 2026 to the Ministry of Social 
Development (the Ministry) requesting information relating to historic studies on 
the Adult Adoption Information Act. 

I have considered your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). 
Please find my response to your request below. I apologise for the delay in 
providing a response to you. 

The Adult Adoption Information Act enabled adopted children and birth parents to 
access information about each other but allowed birth parents to request a veto 
on their information so that the child would not have access to the information. 
The Ministry can confirm that there was a research study in 1988, which led to the 
then Department of Social Welfare released report titled Early Contact in 
Adoption. This document is publicly available at the following link:  
www.tehaorangahau.msd.govt.nz/search/show/270.  

There are 35 documents in scope of your request that will be released in full. These 
are outlined in Appendix One, attached to this letter.  

There are six documents that will be released in part with some information 
withheld under section 9(2)(a) of the Act in order to protect the privacy of natural 
persons. The need to protect the privacy of these individuals outweighs any public 
interest in this information. These are also outlined in Appendix One. 

The Ministry intends to make the information contained in this letter and any 
attached documents available to the wider public. The Ministry will do this by 
publishing this letter and attachments on the Ministry’s website. Your personal 
details will be deleted, and the Ministry will not publish any information that would 
identify you as the person who requested the information. 

If you wish to discuss this response with us, please feel free to contact 
OIA Requests@msd.govt.nz. 



If you are not satisfied with this response, you have the right to seek an 
investigation and review by the Ombudsman. Information about how to make a 
complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or 0800 802 602.  

Ngā mihi nui 

pp.  

Anna Graham 
General Manager 
Ministerial and Executive Services 

  



 

Appendix One – Documents for release 

BEFORE STUDY 

No Document 

1 19860127 Hand notes of Ross McKay 

2 19860128 Letter to Registrar General re Recording of demographic 
details 

3 19860806 Letter to participant 

4 19860807 Letter to ADG Policy Development 

5 19860820 Letter recording of demographic details on persons 
requesting a copy of Original BC 

6 19860829 Memo to all independent counsellors or approved 
agencies 

7 19860909 Letter from University of Auckland to DSW 

8 19860912 Letter to Director of research section 

9 19860919 Letter to Jenny Rockel re Research AAIA 

10 19861002 Letter to A Corcoran re Request to submit a research 
proposal on birth mothers of adopted children 

11 19861210 Memo Policy Development Division Planning Group 

12 19870217 Research project on adoption early contact in adoption 

13 19870402 Letter to Anna Coffey referral 

14 19870402 Letter to Anna Coffey 

15 19870407 A proposal for research and discussion of underlying 
factors concerning AAIA 

16 19870723 Note for file 

17 19880525 Letter to National Library of NZ re ISBN 

18 19880609 Letter to DG of DSW re AAIA handbook 

19 19880616 Letter to regional director re AAIA 

20 Draft Agreement 

21 Amendment to letter to birth parents 



22 Memo to all adult adoption information officers 

23 Notes – approach to research 

24 Project proposal 

25 Provision of demographic information on birth parents who seek 
identifying information 

26 Statistics 

AFTER STUDY 

No Document 

1 19881124 Report to the Minister of Social Welfare 

2 19890530 Suggested national conference 

3 19890623 Letter from University of Western Australia 

4 19890830 Letter re National Conference 

5 19890905 Memorandum permission to hold conference 

6 19890912 Proposed national conference 

7 19910226 Press clippings 

8 19920310 Letter to NZ CYPS re the collection of monitoring 
information under AAIA 

Documents released in part  

BEFORE STUDY 

No Document 

1 19870324 Letter to Ann Corcoran 

2 19870406 Letter from Anna Coffey to Ross Mackay 

3 19870610 Letter to Ross Mackay 

4 List of staff 

5 19880530 AAIA Departmental Handbook 

AFTER STUDY 

No Document 

1 19890904 National conference for Adult Adoption Information 



2 19900208 Letter to [redacted] 
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