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4 June 2026

Téna koe

Official Information Act request

Thank you for your email of 7 May 2026, requesting a copy of the advice provided
to the Minister in 2024 regarding shared care policy settings.

I have considered your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act).
Please find my decision on your request set out below.

Please find attached a copy of REP/24/6/579 - Report — Shared care in the income
support system, dated 26 June 2024.

Some information is withheld under section 9(2)(h) of the Act in order to maintain
legal professional privilege. The greater public interest is in ensuring that
government agencies can continue to obtain confidential legal advice.

I will be publishing this decision letter, with your personal details deleted, on the
Ministry’s website in due course.

If you wish to discuss this response with us, please feel free to contact
OIA Requests@msd.govt.nz.

If you are not satisfied with my decision on your request, you have the right to
seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman. Information about how to
make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or 0800 802 602.

Nga mihi nui

PP-

Anna Graham
General Manager
Ministerial and Executive Services

The Aurora Centre, 56 The Terrace, PO Box 1556, Wellington
- Telephone 04-916 3300 - Facsimile 04-918 0099
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Date: 26 June 2024 Security Level: IN-CONFIDENCE

To: Hon Louise Upston, Minister for Social Development and
Employment

File Reference: REP/24/6/579

This report contains legal advice and is legally privileged. It should not
be disclosed without further legal advice.

Shared care in the income support system and an
update on a *@®

Purpose of the report

1  This report provides your requested overview of shared care policy in the
s9(

income support system and a brief description of alternatives to that policy.
s9(2)(h) 2)

Key points

2 Shared care refers to arrangements between separated parents for the care
of their child or children.

3 The settings of the income support system mean that only the care provided
by one of the parents in a shared care arrangement can be recognised.

4 The effect of these settings is that one parent is eligible for more income
support than the other, regardless of how they share the care of the child or
children.

5 In the past MSD has considered alternatives to current shared care policy,
including duplicating income support to both parents, apportioning income
support between parents commensurate to the level of care they provide, or
a hybrid mix of those two options.

6 All the alternatives MSD considered in the past require legislative and
significant operational change and are likely to create new inequities between
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parents with shared care arrangements and those who do not have such
arrangements.

7 This shared care policy was first introduced in 1991 and its settings have not
materially changed since.
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Recommended actions

It is recommended that you:

1  note the contents of this briefing
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N o C6 (06 ) 2001F
Dee Collins Date \
Manager

Income Support Policy

Z=24—= 7
Hon Louise Upsgfon Date
Minister for Social Development and
Employment

Shared care in the income support system and an update on a Human Rights Review Tribunal claim
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