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Tēnā koe  

 

Official Information Act request 

Thank you for your request of 9 February 2026, requesting information about the 
legislation applied when facilitating Ministry of Justice deduction orders. 

I have considered your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). 
Please find my decision on your request set out below. 

The Ministry of Justice has the authority to make attachment orders on benefits to 
meet outstanding fines. The attachment order may include court fines (which are 
payable to the District Court) and civil attachments (which are generally paid to a 
private individual or organisation that is owed money and occasionally the District 
Court will act as a collection agent for civil debt). 

Attachment Orders issued by the Ministry of Justice can be made under either the 
Summary Proceedings Act 1957 or the District Court Act 2016. The relevant 
sections of both pieces of legislation are linked below: 

• www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2016/0049/latest/DLM6942499.html  
• www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1957/0087/latest/DLM312606.html  

The following links are from the Ministry of Social Development’s (the Ministry) 
MAP website and detail the policy the Ministry follows when applying a deduction 
on a client’s financial assistance: 

• www.workandincome.govt.nz/map/income-support/extra-
help/community-costs/changes-and-reviews-community-costs/court-
attachment-orders-01.html  

• www.workandincome.govt.nz/map/income-support/core-
policy/redirection-of-benefit-payment/redirection-to-pay-for-fines.html  

• www.workandincome.govt.nz/map/legislation/ministerial-
directions/redirection-of-benefit-payments-direction/clause-5-good-cause-
and-exercise-of-discretion.html  

I have attached copies of these webpages to this letter. 

I will be publishing this decision letter, with your personal details deleted, on the 
Ministry’s website in due course. 



If you wish to discuss this response with us, please feel free to contact 
OIA Requests@msd.govt.nz. 

If you are not satisfied with my decision on your request for information about the 
legislation applied when facilitating Ministry of Justice deduction orders, you have 
the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman. Information 
about how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or 
0800 802 602. 

Ngā mihi nui 

pp.  

Anna Graham 
General Manager 
Ministerial and Executive Services 
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