
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
The Aurora Centre, 56 The Terrace, PO Box 1556, Wellington  
– Telephone 04-916 3300 – Facsimile 04-918 0099 

 

 

 

7 April 2026  

 

 

Tēnā koe  

 

Official Information Act request 

Thank you for your email of 6 March 2026, requesting information relating to the 
Budget 2022 initiative for Dental Special Needs Grants (SNG) and data on grants 
in 2025.  

I have considered your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). 
Please find my decision on each part of your request set out separately below. 

I am writing to request, under the Official Information Act 1982, the 
following documents relating to the Budget 2022 initiative titled "Special 
Needs Grants for Dental Treatment – Improving Adequacy and 
Accessibility": 

1. All Cabinet papers, including any minutes of decision, prepared in relation 
to this initiative; 

2. All Budget Investment Memoranda (BIMs) or equivalent official advice 
prepared for Ministers in support of this initiative; 

3. Any Regulatory Impact Statements or impact analysis prepared in 
relation to this initiative; 

4. Any advice or briefings prepared by the Ministry of Social Development 
for the Minister for Social Development and Employment relating to the 
development or approval of this initiative. 

The following information relating to the Budget 2022 initiative for Dental SNGs is 
publicly available online:  

• www.treasury.govt.nz/sites/default/files/2022-06/est22-v9-socdev.pdf 
(page 185 refers)   

•  www.msd.govt.nz/about-msd-and-our-
work/newsroom/budget/2022/factsheets/special-needs-grants-for-dental-
treatment.html  

• www.msd.govt.nz/documents/about-msd-and-our-work/about-
msd/legislation/notice-of-change/2022/special-needs-grants-dental-
treatment-amendment-programme-2022/special-needs-grant-dental-
treatment-amendment-programme-2022-unsigned.pdf  



The following documents are in scope of your request and have been attached to 
this response: 

• REP/22/10/946 – Budget 2022 – Implementing policy changes to Special 
Needs Grants for dental treatment.  

• Budget 2022 Initiative Summary – Main Budget Process.  

Please note that this Budget initiative was not required to produce a Regulatory 
Impact Statement however the initiative summary document provided above does 
detail the costing, values and impacts of these changes.  

I would also like data on applications for dental grants in the 2025 year. If 
possible, a breakdown of the incomes of people who have been provided a 
grant and the number of applications declined for being above the income 
threshold. 

I would also like a breakdown of the asset values of people who have been 
provided a grant and the number of applications declined for being above 
the asset threshold. 

Please refer to the attached Appendix: Data on Dental Special Needs Grants from 
1 January 2025 to 30 November 2025. Please note that a breakdown of individual 
client’s income and assets who have been granted a Dental SNG is refused under 
section 18(f) of the Act as detailed below.  

The Ministry is currently unable to provide data from December 2025 onwards, 
due to system issues. We are currently working through these issues and will 
provide an update on our website in due course, and you are welcome to get back 
in touch with us with a further request, should you wish to receive that data, once 
the issue is resolved. 

For the present time, the data for December 2025 and a breakdown of the assets 
and incomes of clients granted a Dental SNG is refused under section 18(f) of the 
Act, as substantial manual collation would be required to collate this information. 
If held, this information would only be contained within individual client files, which 
currently would each require manual review to respond to your request. The 
greater public interest is in the effective and efficient administration of the public 
service. 

I have considered whether the Ministry would be able to respond to your request 
given extra time, or the ability to charge for the information requested. I have 
concluded that, in either case, the Ministry’s ability to undertake its work would 
still be prejudiced. 

I will be publishing this decision letter, with your personal details deleted, on the 
Ministry’s website in due course.  

If you wish to discuss this response with us, please feel free to contact 
OIA Requests@msd.govt.nz. 

 

 

 

 

 



If you are not satisfied with my decision on your request for information relating 
to the Budget 2022 initiative for Dental Special Needs Grants (SNG) and data on 
grants in 2025, you have the right to seek an investigation and review by the 
Ombudsman. Information about how to make a complaint is available at 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or 0800 802 602. 

Ngā mihi nui 

 

Anna Graham 
General Manager 
Ministerial and Executive Services 
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