
  

 

  

              
            

           

  

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

B U D G E T : S E N S I T I V E 
SWC-22-MIN-0049 

Cabinet Social Wellbeing
Committee 

Minute of Decision 

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority. 

Disability System Transformation Update 

Portfolio Disability Issues / Health 

On 30 March 2022, the Cabinet Social Wellbeing Committee (SWC): 

1 noted that in October 2021, SWC: 

1.1 agreed to establish a new Ministry, provisionally named the Ministry for Disabled 
People, in the form of a departmental agency hosted by the Ministry of Social 
Development (MSD); 

1.2 noted the intention that the new Ministry will be established by 1 July 2022 but that 
it will take longer for the new agency to be fully operational; 

1.3 agreed that relevant Disability Support Services functions, including responsibility 
for the national implementation of the Enabling Good Lives approach, will transition 
from the Ministry of Health to the new Ministry; 

1.4 agreed that the new Ministry will be responsible for driving improved outcomes for 
disabled people across government, which requires an expanded mandate and new 
disability-related responsibilities and functions, including a strategic policy function; 

1.5 noted that any functions resulting from Cabinet decisions on the Accelerating 
Accessibility work programme will be considered as part of decisions on the new 
Ministry’s future work programme; 

1.6 invited the Minister for Disability Issues and the Minister of Health to report back in 
early 2022 with further detail on: 

1.6.1 establishing the new Ministry, including relevant transitional 
arrangements; 

1.6.2 implementing the Enabling Good Lives approach on a national scale; 

1.6.3 future opportunities for further disability system transformation once the 
new Ministry is established and fully operational; 

1.6.4 the future of the Office for Disability Issues, including recommendations 
on its future location within government; 
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13 noted that the Minister responsible for the new Ministry, working with the new Ministry’s 
Chief Executive, may agree to further changes to the Office for Disability Issues, without 
further agreement from Cabinet; 

Accessibility Legislation 

14 noted that: 

14.1 the Minister for Disability Issues is reporting separately on the detailed design of the 
legislation and system for accelerating accessibility [SWC-22-SUB-0047]; 

14.2 part of the proposed detailed design of the legislation and system for accelerating 
accessibility includes the designation of a Chief Executive who would have a key 
role in overseeing accessibility measures and mobilising resources across 
government for accessibility and who would provide a programme office to support 
a Ministerial Advisory Committee; 

15 a reed that: 

15.1 following the passage of accessibility legislation, the new Ministry will be 
responsible for administering that legislation; 

15.2 in the interim the Ministry for Social Development will continue to lead work on 
accessibility legislation; 

Enabling Good Lives 

16 noted that the Ministry of Health has continued the following work on Phase One of the 
Enabling Good Lives (EGL) implementation plan: 

16.1 partnership approach established with the community; 

16.2 investment strategy, development of person-directed funding approaches; 

16.3 proposed transition pathway to new regional EGL entities for local service 
commissioning (to replace the current Needs Assessment and Service Coordination 
role); 

16.4 workforce and monitoring/evaluation strategies developed; 

16.5 disabled people and whānau capacity and capability strategy in place. 

Rachel Clarke 
Committee Secretary 

Present: Officials present from: 
Hon Kelvin Davis Office of the Prime Minister 
Hon Dr Megan Woods Office of the Chair 
Hon Chris Hipkins Officials Committee for SWC 
Hon Carmel Sepuloni (Chair) 
Hon Andrew Little 
Hon Poto Williams 
Hon Jan Tinetti 
Hon Dr Ayesha Verrall 
Hon Aupito William Sio 
Hon Meka Whaitiri 
Hon Priyanca Radhakrishnan 

72vh7ewzmz 2022-04-08 15:28:04 B U D G E T : S E N S I T I V E 
3 


	Structure
	Cabinet Social WellbeingCommittee 
	Minute ofDecision 
	Disability SystemTransformation Update 
	Portfolio DisabilityIssues/Health 
	1.6.2 implementing the Enabling Good Lives approach on a national scale; 
	16.1 partnership approach established with the community; 
	16.4 workforce and monitoring/evaluation strategies developed; 
	Present: Officialspresentfrom: 




