Numbers of working aged clients1 receiving main benefits at the end of December,
1998 - 2008

	End of quarter
	Unemployment Benefits2
	Domestic Purposes Benefits3
	Sickness Benefits4
	Invalid's Benefits
	Other main benefits5
	All main benefits

	December 1998
	159,907
	112,523
	33,587
	49,115
	43,939
	399,071

	December 1999
	161,128
	110,285
	32,870
	52,195
	44,937
	401,415

	December 2000
	146,692
	109,663
	33,560
	56,711
	45,681
	392,307

	December 2001
	133,732
	109,047
	36,191
	61,369
	41,095
	381,434

	December 2002
	118,139
	109,290
	39,426
	65,779
	34,825
	367,459

	December 2003
	94,348
	111,065
	42,357
	69,588
	31,489
	348,847

	December 2004
	65,969
	109,339
	45,648
	72,543
	26,200
	319,699

	December 2005
	51,426
	106,302
	46,862
	74,500
	22,993
	302,083

	December 2006
	38,796
	100,309
	48,650
	76,816
	22,070
	286,641

	December 2007
	22,748
	98,154
	49,093
	80,082
	19,655
	269,732

	December 2008
	30,508
	100,282
	50,896
	83,501
	20,989
	286,176


Notes:
1
This report defines working aged clients as aged 18 - 64 years, to reflect the minimum age of entitlement of most 
benefits and the age of eligibility for New Zealand Superannuation.

2
Comprise Unemployment Benefits and Unemployment Benefits – Hardship

3
Comprise Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole Parent, Domestic Purposes Benefit – Care of Sick or Infirm, Domestic 

Purposes Benefit – Women Alone, and Emergency Maintenance Allowances.

4
Comprise Sickness Benefits and Sickness Benefits - Hardship.
5
Comprise Emergency Benefits, Independent Youth Benefits, Unemployment Benefits – Training and Unemployment 


Benefits – Hardship – Training, Unemployment Benefits – Student – Hardship, Widow's Benefit, and (until April 2004) 
Transitional Retirement Benefits. 
