
The Aurora Centre, 56 The Terrace, PO Box 1556, Wellington – Telephone 04-916 3300 – Facsimile 04-918 0099 

Aide-mémoire 

 

Cabinet paper  

  Date: 4 March 2020 Security Level: Budget Sensitive 

For: Minister Sepuloni, Minister for Social Development 

File Reference: REP/20/3/183  

Initial income stand-downs – policy settings and 
options for change 

Cabinet 
Committee 

Ad Hoc Cabinet Committee on COVID-19 Response (CVD)  

Date of meeting 4 March 2020 

Proposal 
You are presenting this Cabinet paper which provides options on 
changing stand-down periods, including the financial, 
operational and legislative implications of the respective 
options. The three options for removing stand-downs in the 
paper are: 

• removing the stand-down period permanently for 
everyone (   

• removing the stand-down period temporarily for 
everyone 

• removing the stand-down period for a defined group 
of people, a particular sector, and/or a particular 
region.  

Talking points 
• As you all know, there is currently a high degree of 

uncertainty on the economic impacts of COVID-19. 
However, now would be the appropriate time to consider 
whether changes to existing policy settings in the benefit 
system are needed to ensure that it continues to support 
those in need.  

• There has been some discussion among Ministers about 
the possibility of removing income stand-down periods, 
to ensure that people have earlier access to financial 
assistance and are not put into unnecessary hardship.  

• I consider there to be three broad options for removing 
stand-downs – removing them permanently, 
temporarily, or a targeted approach to only a particular 
group, sector or region.  

• While there are pros and cons for each option, at this 
stage the targeted option is not recommended due to 

s 9(2)(f)(iv)

Proa
cti

ve
ly 

Rele
as

ed



Proa
cti

ve
ly 

Rele
as

ed



  3 

 

• drafting a Regulatory Impact Analysis.  

Author: Policy Analyst, Income Support Policy  

Responsible manager: Policy Manager, Income Support Policy  
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