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Staying Safe – new resources for older drivers

· On 31 March the NZTA will launch some new senior road user education resources to help improve the road safety of people over 70 years of age. 

They include:

· Course content and resources for organisations to run Staying Safe refresher road safety workshops for older drivers. All material is provided free online for organisations setting up refresher workshops for senior road users. These resources are designed to reduce the workload in developing an education workshop. 

· A dedicated online section on NZTA website for senior road users which will provide interactive activities and information to help them improve their own safety www.nzta.govt.nz/traffic/senior-road-users (live on 31 March). This web page is where the resources for organisations will also be stored.

Background

· Until September 2009 the NZTA funded the Safe with Age (SWA) programme to help improve the safety of older drivers. Funding was ceased due to low impact and the need to find a more cost-effective approach. 

· With the launch of the Safer Journeys (road safety to 2020) strategy in March 2010, older drivers were identified as an ‘area of emerging focus’.  

· A Senior Road User Reference Group (including reps from Grey Power, AA, Age Concern, NZTA, Office for Senior Citizens, MoT etc) was established to develop new resources, based on robust research provided by OPUS International Consultants on new approaches to senior road user education.
· Staying Safe is aimed at road users over 70 (however 70 is not an exclusive age limit).
· The new Staying Safe guidelines and supporting materials are available free of charge to any organisation that wishes to provide a refresher workshop for senior road users. There are various ways workshops may be delivered. For example, organisations concerned about the welfare of older people eg, Retirement Villages may take on full responsibility and deliver workshops directly to members in their local community.  Or Councils may want to coordinate workshops and then have a provider to deliver them in their region.  

· There is no direct national NZTA funding for delivery of these courses like the previous Safe with Age model. However, approved organisations who are in areas of Community at Risk for older drivers can apply to NZTA for investment in such initiatives through the National Land Transport Programme (NLTP). 

