Cabinet
CAB Min (09) 15/12

Minute of Decision

Royal Commission on Auckland Governance: Social Issues

Portfolio: Social Development and Employment

On 4 May 2009, following reference from the Cabinet Committee on Implementation of Auckland Governance Reforms (AGR), Cabinet:

1
noted that the Royal Commission on Auckland Governance (the Royal Commission) concluded that Auckland needs a governance structure for social well-being that enables local and central government to share decision making and accountability for improving the effectiveness of resources spent, and addressing the critical social issues in Auckland;

2
agreed that in the development of the Auckland Council, consideration be given to a Social Services Committee or equivalent, which will align effort between central and local government, and within local government, to promote positive social outcomes;

3
noted that much work important to good social outcomes is done, and must continue to be done, at the local community level, and that decision making mechanisms must support this imperative and preserve funding for grass-roots initiatives;

4
noted that Local Boards are the appropriate mechanisms to provide community views on priorities and that, as work progresses on their design, options for their formal role in securing funding for community initiatives will be developed and considered;

5
agreed that the Social Issues Board, as proposed by the Royal Commission, not proceed;

6
agreed:
6.1 
to establish the Auckland Social Policy Forum to progress social issues in Auckland at the political level;

6.2
that the Forum comprise the Minister for Social Development and Employment as Chair, the Mayor of Auckland Council, and Chairs of relevant Auckland Council Committees, together with some select representation from Local Boards;

6.3
that the role of the Forum be to demonstrate strong leadership, set a clear strategic direction, highlight the roles and responsibilities of central and local government, and drive alignment of thinking and action, including:

6.3.1 identifying guiding social priorities and discussing proposed social policy responses and strategies, both at a regional level and for specific geographic communities;

6.3.2 considering and agreeing on joint venture action plans and projects

6.3.3 identifying duplicated activity, identifying gaps, and highlighting activity that would undermine positive social outcomes;

6.3.4 influencing wider regional strategies to actively support good social outcomes;

6.3.5 monitoring and reporting on agency activities, plus social outcomes at regional and prioritised neighbourhood levels;

7 agreed that the Auckland Social Policy Forum be supported by an Auckland Social Policy Advisory Group comprising officials from the Ministry of Social Development, other agencies as appropriate, and Auckland local government;

8 noted that the Auckland Social Policy Forum referred to in paragraph 6 above will not commence until late 2010, and that transitional arrangements will need to be considered.

