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	Sole Parent Support – June 2016 Quarter



Sole Parent Support (SPS) is for sole parents with dependent children under 14 years who can look or prepare for part-time work.

Key Facts
At the end of June 2016:

· 65,422 working-age
 people were receiving Sole Parent Support 

· 2.3 percent of the working-age population of New Zealand
 were receiving Sole Parent Support
· the majority of Sole Parent Support recipients were female and aged between 25 and 39 years
· 77.2 percent of Sole Parent Support recipients had been receiving a benefit continuously for more than one year.


Comparing June 2016 with June 2015:

· the number of recipients of Sole Parent Support decreased by 3,818, or 5.5 percent 

· there were decreases in recipient numbers for New Zealand Europeans and Māori, and increases for the remaining ethnic groups 

· there were decreases in Sole Parent Support numbers across all age groups

· the proportion of the working-age population on Sole Parent Support decreased from 2.5 percent to 2.3 percent.
Characteristics of working-age recipients of Sole Parent Support
at the end of June 2011, 2015 and 2016
	
	Jun-2011
	Jun-2015
	Jun-2016
	Annual change

	Gender

	Male
	8,452
	5,760
	5,322
	-438
	-7.6%

	Female
	80,604
	63,480
	60,100
	-3,380
	-5.3%

	Ethnic group

	NZ European
	32,259
	22,828
	19,753
	-3,075
	-13.5%

	Māori
	39,010
	32,518
	31,040
	-1,478
	-4.5%

	Pacific peoples
	8,930
	6,694
	7,020
	326
	4.9%

	All other ethnicities See Note 1
	7,324
	6,247
	6,538
	291
	4.7%

	Unspecified ethnicity
	1,533
	953
	1,071
	118
	12.4%

	Age group

	18-24 years
	20,236
	14,936
	13,296
	-1,640
	-11.0%

	25-39 years
	47,270
	38,260
	37,183
	-1,077
	-2.8%

	40-54 years
	20,501
	15,069
	14,030
	-1,039
	-6.9%

	55-64 years
	1,049
	975
	913
	-62
	-6.4%

	Continuous duration on any benefit

	One year or less
	17,424
	14,967
	14,899
	-68
	-0.5%

	More than one year
	71,632
	54,273
	50,523
	-3,750
	-6.9%

	Caring for a dependent child

	Under 5 years
	49,000
	39,527
	36,625
	-2,902
	-7.3%

	5-13 years
	39,926
	29,629
	28,736
	-893
	-3.0%

	Total number of recipients of Sole Parent Support
	89,056
	69,240
	65,422
	-3,818
	-5.5%

	Percentage of working-age main benefit population receiving Sole Parent Support
	27.2%
	24.3%
	23.4%
	
	

	Percentage of working-age population receiving Sole Parent Support
	3.3%
	2.5%
	2.3%
	
	


Note 1: All other ethnicities includes Other Europeans, Asian people and Middle Eastern/Latin American/African peoples.

Five-year trend

The number of clients receiving Sole Parent Support at the end of June remained stable between 2011 and 2012, before decreasing over the last four years. This pattern reflects changes in economic conditions and the decrease in the number of sole parents.
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Sole Parent Support numbers, 2011-2016


The proportion of the working-age population who were receiving Sole Parent Support at the end of June remained stable between 2011 and 2012, but has gradually decreased since.
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� Working-age recipients are aged 18-64 years. This definition reflects the minimum age of eligibility for most main benefits and the age of qualification for New Zealand Superannuation.


� Based on Statistics NZ National Population Estimate year ended June for relevant years.
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