	Sole Parent Support – September 2015 Quarter



Sole Parent Support (SPS) is for sole parents with dependent children under 14 years who can look or prepare for part-time work.
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Key Facts
At the end of September 2015:
· 67,887 working-age* people were receiving Sole Parent Support 

· two percent of the working-age population of New Zealand** were receiving Sole Parent Support
· the majority of Sole Parent Support recipients were female and aged between 25 and 39 years
· seventy-eight percent of Sole Parent Support recipients had been receiving a benefit continuously for more than one year.


Comparing September 2015 with September 2014:

· the number of recipients of Sole Parent Support decreased by 4,702, or seven percent 

· there were decreases in recipient numbers across all ethnic groups 

· there were decreases in Sole Parent Support numbers across all age groups

· the proportion of the working-age population on Sole Parent Support decreased slightly.

Characteristics of working-age recipients of Sole Parent Support
at the end of September 2010, 2014 and 2015
	
	Sep-2010
	Sep-2014
	Sep-2015
	Annual change

	Gender

	Male
	8,485
	 6,182 
	5,655
	-527
	-8.5%

	Female
	80,139
	 66,407 
	62,232
	-4,175
	-6.3%

	Ethnic group

	NZ European
	32,262
	 24,395 
	22,261
	-2,134
	-8.7%

	Māori
	38,623
	 33,890 
	32,067
	-1,823
	-5.4%

	Pacific peoples
	8,938
	 7,099 
	6,504
	-595
	-8.4%

	All other ethnicities*** 
	7,243
	 6,186 
	6,109
	-77
	-1.2%

	Unspecified ethnicity
	1,558
	 1,019 
	946
	-73
	-7.2%

	Age group

	18-24 years
	19,935
	 15,905 
	14,348
	-1,557
	-9.8%

	25-39 years
	47,422
	39,465
	37,843
	-1,622
	-4.1%

	40-54 years
	20,247
	16,213
	14,745
	-1,468
	-9.1%

	55-64 years
	1,020
	1,006
	951
	-55
	-5.5%

	Continuous duration on any benefit

	One year or less
	18,610
	     14,762 
	14,840
	78
	0.5%

	More than one year
	70,014
	57,827
	53,047
	-4,780
	-8.3%

	Caring for a dependent child

	Under 5 years
	48,320
	41,257
	38,621
	-2,636
	-6.4%

	5-13 years
	40,169
	     31,247 
	29,192
	-2,055
	-6.6%

	Total number of recipients of Sole Parent Support
	88,624
	72,589
	67,887
	-4,702
	-6.5%

	Percentage of working-age main benefit population receiving Sole Parent Support
	3.3%
	2.6%
	2.4%
	
	

	Percentage of working-age population receiving Sole Parent Support
	26.2%
	24.7%
	23.6%
	
	


*Working-age clients are aged 18-64 years. This definition reflects the minimum age of eligibility for most main benefits and the age of qualification for New Zealand Superannuation.

**Based on Statistics NZ National Population Estimate year ended June for relevant years.
***Includes Other Europeans, Asian people and Middle Eastern/Latin American/African peoples.

Five-year trend

The number of clients receiving Sole Parent Support at the end of September remained flat between 2010 and 2011, before decreasing over the last four years. This pattern reflects changes in economic conditions and the decrease in the number of sole parents.
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The proportion of the working-age population who were receiving Sole Parent Support at the end of September remained relatively stable between 2010 and 2012, but decreased over the last three years.
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