Supported Living Payment - December 2014 quarter
Supported Living Payment (SLP) is for people who have or care for someone with a health condition, injury or disability that severely limits their ability to work on a long-term basis. 
Key Facts
At the end of December 2014:

· 93,867 working-age people were receiving Supported Living Payment. 

· Three percent of the working-age population of New Zealand were receiving Supported Living Payment.

· The majority of Supported Living Payment recipients were aged between 40 and 64 years.

· Ninety-five percent of Supported Living Payment recipients had been receiving a benefit continuously for more than one year. This is due to the chronic nature of their condition or disability.
· Nearly a third (29%) of those receiving Supported Living Payment – Health Condition or Disability had a psychological or psychiatric disorder.

Comparing December 2013 with December 2014:

· The number of recipients of Supported Living Payment increased by 1,206, or one percent. 

· There were small percentage increases in benefit receipt for Mäori and Pacific peoples.

· There was a small proportional increase in Supported Living Payment numbers in the 55-64 year age group, while proportions in younger age groups remained relatively stable.
· The proportion of the working–age population on Supported Living Payment remained stable.

Characteristics of working-age recipients of SLP at the end of December 2009, 2013 and 2014
	
	Dec-2009
	Dec-2013
	Dec-2014
	Annual change

	Supported Living Payment - Health Condition or Disability (HCD)
	85,038
	84,299
	85,251
	952
	1%

	Supported Living Payment - Caring
	6,487
	8,362
	8,616
	254
	3%

	Male
	46,598
	47,053
	47,544
	491
	1%

	Female
	44,927
	45,608
	46,323
	715
	2%

	NZ European
	49,213
	48,133
	48,491
	358
	1%

	Mäori
	20,812
	 22,598 
	23,268
	670
	3%

	Pacific people
	5,305
	 5,852 
	5,991
	139
	2%

	All other ethnicities* 
	13,864
	13,470
	13,495
	25
	0%

	Unspecified ethnicity
	2,331
	2,608
	2,622
	14
	1%

	18-24 years
	7,030
	 7,093 
	6,988
	-105
	-1%

	25-39 years
	18,193
	 16,916 
	17,041
	125
	1%

	40-54 years
	34,735
	 35,749 
	35,937
	188
	1%

	55-64 years
	31,567
	 32,903 
	33,901
	998
	3%

	Continuous duration on any benefit
	
	
	
	
	

	     One year or less
	6,201
	 7,847 
	4,979
	-2,868
	-37%

	     More than one year
	85,324
	 84,814 
	88,888
	4,074
	5%

	Incapacity groups (for HCD clients)
	
	
	
	
	

	     Psychological or psychiatric condition                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
	24,724
	26,572
	27,365
	793
	3%

	     Intellectual disability
	11,079
	10,561
	10,399
	-162
	-2%

	     Musculo-skeletal system disorders                            
	10,244
	9,111
	9,135
	24
	0%

	     Nervous system disorders
	6,441
	6,427
	6,503
	76
	1%

	     Cardio-vascular disorders
	6,504
	5,827
	5,798
	-29
	0%

	     Accidents
	4,101
	3,715
	3,741
	26
	1%

	     Cancer and congenital conditions
	5,938
	6,402
	6,518
	116
	2%

	     Other disorders and conditions
	16,007
	15,684
	15,792
	108
	1%

	Total number of recipients of SLP
	91,525
	92,661
	93,867
	1,206
	1%

	Percentage of working-age main benefit population receiving SLP
	26.5%
	28.8%
	30.4%
	
	

	Percentage of working-age population receiving SLP
	3.4%
	3.4%
	3.4%
	
	


* Includes Other Europeans, Asian peoples and Middle Eastern/Latin American/African peoples.

Five-year trend

The number of clients receiving Supported Living Payment at the end of December has remained relatively stable between 2009 and 2014, increasing only slightly. The long-term nature of conditions for those on Supported Living Payment mean that very few people move from Supported Living Payment into paid work or on to another benefit.    

The slight increase between 2009 and 2014 in numbers receiving Supported Living Payment may reflect an ageing population as well as an increasing prevalence of health conditions and disabilities among older people.  
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The proportion of the working-age population receiving Supported Living Payment at the end of December each year remained stable between 2009 and 2014.  
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