Sole Parent Support - March 2014 quarter
Sole Parent Support (SPS) is for sole parents with dependent children under 14 who can look or prepare for part-time work.
Key Facts
At the end of March 2014:

· 75,844 working-age people were receiving Sole Parent Support. 

· 2.7 percent of the working-age population of New Zealand were receiving Sole Parent Support.

· Sole Parent Support recipients are more likely to be aged between 25 and 39, and to be female.

· 81 percent of recipients of Sole Parent Support had been receiving any benefit continuously for more than one year.

Between March 2013 and March 2014:

· The number of recipients of Sole Parent Support decreased by 8,618, or 10 percent. 

· There were decreases in benefit receipt across all ethnic groups. Pacific peoples and NZ Europeans had the largest percentage decrease.

· There were decreases in SPS numbers across all age groups.

· The percentage of the working-age population on Sole Parent Support fell.

Characteristics of working-age recipients of Sole Parent Support, at the end of March 2009, 2013 and 2014
	
	Mar-2009
	Mar-2013
	Mar-2014
	Annual change

	Male
	 7,367 
	       7,689 
	       6,476 
	-1,213
	-16%

	Female
	 74,436 
	     76,773 
	     69,368 
	-7,405
	-10%

	NZ European
	 30,374 
	     29,627 
	     25,934 
	-3,693
	-12%

	Mäori
	 35,105 
	     37,950 
	     34,942 
	-3,008
	-8%

	Pacific peoples
	 8,296 
	       8,415 
	       7,447 
	-968
	-12%

	All other ethnicities* 
	 6,637 
	       7,167 
	       6,443 
	-724
	-10%

	Unspecified ethnicity
	 1,391 
	       1,303 
	       1,078 
	-225
	-17%

	18-24
	 17,827 
	     18,913 
	     16,951 
	-1,962
	-10%

	25-39
	 44,643 
	     44,734 
	     40,714 
	-4,020
	-9%

	40-54
	 18,435 
	     19,735 
	     17,177 
	-2,558
	-13%

	55-64
	 898 
	       1,080 
	       1,002 
	-78
	-7%

	Continuous duration on any benefit
	
	
	
	
	

	     One year or less
	     19,822 
	     15,311 
	     14,406 
	-905
	-6%

	     More than one year
	     61,981 
	     69,151 
	     61,438 
	-7,713
	-11%

	Caring for a dependent child
	
	
	
	
	

	     Under 5 years
	     44,014 
	     46,402 
	     42,924 
	-3,478
	-7%

	     5-13 years
	     37,629 
	     37,939 
	     32,834 
	-5,105
	-13%

	Total number of recipients of SPS
	81,803
	84,462
	75,844
	-8,618
	-10%

	Percentage of working-age main benefit population receiving SPS
	28%
	27%
	26%
	
	

	Percentage of working-age population receiving SPS
	3.1%
	3.1%
	2.7%
	
	


* Includes Other Europeans, Asian peoples and Middle Eastern/Latin American/African peoples.
Five-year trend

The number of clients receiving Sole Parent Support at the end of March increased between 2009 and 2011, then decreased over the last three years. This pattern reflects changes in economic conditions.
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The proportion of the working-age population who were receiving Sole Parent Support at the end of March trended upward between 2009 and 2011, but decreased over the last three years.
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5-year trend

		

						All main benefits		JS		SPS		SLP		Other

		2008		Sep		269,608		95,603		79,178		89,044		5,783

		2008		Dec		286,176		102,809		80,906		89,168		13,293

		2009		Mar		288,959		111,886		81,803		89,710		5,560

				Jun		310,296		130,352		83,387		90,560		5,997

				Sep		326,811		143,628		85,319		91,342		6,522

				Dec		345,476		148,274		87,067		91,525		18,610

		2010		Mar		324,814		140,702		86,947		91,347		5,818

				Jun		332,924		146,385		88,110		92,012		6,417

				Sep		338,212		150,803		88,624		92,049		6,736

				Dec		352,707		149,569		89,432		92,024		21,682

		2011		Mar		331,529		144,177		89,260		92,073		6,019

				Jun		327,817		139,931		89,056		92,084		6,746

				Sep		328,496		140,843		89,164		92,001		6,488

				Dec		350,932		143,497		89,856		91,693		25,886

		2012		Mar		322,951		137,028		88,509		91,207		6,207

				Jun		320,041		134,512		87,662		91,309		6,558

				Sep		320,942		136,020		86,967		91,376		6,579

				Dec		339,095		137,370		85,939		91,514		24,272

		2013		Mar		310,146		128,784		84,462		91,367		5,533

				Jun		309,782		128,608		82,897		91,862		6,415

				Sep		304,394		126,470		79,699		92,072		6,153

				Dec		321,869		130,225		77,843		92,661		21,140

		2014		Mar		295,320		121,953		75,844		92,960		4,563

						JS

		2008		Sep		95,603

		2008		Dec		102,809

		2009		Mar		111,886

				Jun		130,352

				Sep		143,628

				Dec		148,274

		2010		Mar		140,702

				Jun		146,385

				Sep		150,803

				Dec		149,569

		2011		Mar		144,177

				Jun		139,931

				Sep		140,843

				Dec		143,497

		2012		Mar		137,028

				Jun		134,512

				Sep		136,020

				Dec		137,370

		2013		Mar		128,784

				Jun		128,608

				Sep		126,470

				Dec		130,225

		2014		Mar		121,953

						SPS

		2008		Sep		79,178

		2008		Dec		80,906

		2009		Mar		81,803

				Jun		83,387

				Sep		85,319

				Dec		87,067

		2010		Mar		86,947

				Jun		88,110

				Sep		88,624

				Dec		89,432

		2011		Mar		89,260

				Jun		89,056

				Sep		89,164

				Dec		89,856

		2012		Mar		88,509

				Jun		87,662

				Sep		86,967

				Dec		85,939

		2013		Mar		84,462

				Jun		82,897

				Sep		79,699

				Dec		77,843

		2014		Mar		75,844

						SLP

		2008		Sep		89,044

		2008		Dec		89,168

		2009		Mar		89,710

				Jun		90,560

				Sep		91,342

				Dec		91,525

		2010		Mar		91,347

				Jun		92,012

				Sep		92,049

				Dec		92,024

		2011		Mar		92,073

				Jun		92,084

				Sep		92,001

				Dec		91,693

		2012		Mar		91,207

				Jun		91,309

				Sep		91,376

				Dec		91,514

		2013		Mar		91,367

				Jun		91,862

				Sep		92,072

				Dec		92,661

		2014		Mar		92,960
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Sole Parent Support numbers, 2009-2014



		



Supported Living Payment numbers, 2009-2014



		Estimated Resident Population by Age and Sex (1991+) (Qrtly-Mar/Jun/Sep/Dec)

				As at

				Total																																																																																																18-64

				18 Years		19 Years		20 Years		21 Years		22 Years		23 Years		24 Years		25 Years		26 Years		27 Years		28 Years		29 Years		30 Years		31 Years		32 Years		33 Years		34 Years		35 Years		36 Years		37 Years		38 Years		39 Years		40 Years		41 Years		42 Years		43 Years		44 Years		45 Years		46 Years		47 Years		48 Years		49 Years		50 Years		51 Years		52 Years		53 Years		54 Years		55 Years		56 Years		57 Years		58 Years		59 Years		60 Years		61 Years		62 Years		63 Years		64 Years

		2008Q1		64450		62840		62050		59460		59280		58150		57670		57560		55140		54190		53330		52510		51990		53080		53440		56130		58030		60890		63370		63270		63090		63180		61890		61930		62630		63230		65220		66870		65580		64270		61590		60030		58050		57290		55200		53090		51330		50390		49120		48690		48110		47760		47990		46950		40590		37430		35540				2643870

		2008Q2		65120		63130		62070		59650		59060		58240		57600		57220		55410		54190		53270		52900		51830		52950		53240		55360		57640		60020		62930		63940		62460		63120		62330		61940		62090		62810		64950		66160		66020		64660		61990		60950		58030		57140		55750		53480		52030		50090		49370		48470		48560		47420		47950		48180		40520		38400		36620				2647260

		2008Q3		65950		63770		62830		60490		59120		58470		57610		57310		55930		54680		53530		53140		52290		52580		53100		55020		56980		59200		62400		64100		62500		63280		62400		62090		61800		62760		64190		66230		65970		64990		62670		61010		58570		57320		56310		54020		52340		50270		49600		48660		48430		47590		47680		48410		41920		39300		36600				2655410

		2008Q4		66210		64210		62980		61220		58960		58800		57930		57580		57200		55020		54220		53520		52880		52430		53350		54210		56630		58690		61810		63780		63010		63030		62900		61700		61880		62550		63830		65820		66220		64940		63670		60720		59300		57330		57060		54350		52540		50490		49990		48490		48740		47510		47830		47960		44440		39940		36830				2664700

		2009Q1		66690		65050		63580		62420		59380		59200		58210		57660		57670		55510		54810		54000		53270		52640		53400		53610		56250		58180		61030		63460		63350		63160		63180		61820		61800		62520		63050		64980		66620		65300		64030		61280		59690		57690		56940		54910		52810		51100		50100		48790		48400		47840		47460		47700		46650		40280		37220				2674690

		2009Q2		66710		65730		64040		62610		59900		59210		58530		57960		57570		56010		54960		54130		53790		52520		53330		53470		55630		57850		60230		63060		64050		62550		63190		62300		61860		62010		62700		64790		65950		65770		64450		61780		60680		57750		56800		55500		53240		51820		49900		49120		48190		48300		47170		47690		47920		40280		38210				2681210

		2009Q3		66530		66770		64810		63550		60900		59460		58990		58300		57950		56660		55570		54530		54080		53080		53030		53350		55320		57230		59410		62580		64240		62620		63380		62400		62040		61760		62720		64020		66050		65770		64790		62490		60770		58320		57050		56110		53790		52140		50100		49400		48430		48200		47370		47450		48180		41730		39110				2692530

		2009Q4		66040		67170		65400		63960		61940		59690		59570		58910		58460		58110		55970		55270		54510		53680		52870		53650		54480		56880		58920		61990		63910		63180		63130		62970		61700		61850		62540		63740		65650		66060		64770		63500		60520		59120		57080		56870		54140		52370		50340		49860		48300		48550		47320		47620		47710		44270		39730				2704270

		2010Q1		66030		67820		66390		64540		63110		60120		59910		59080		58650		58570		56420		55720		54890		53920		53010		53650		53900		56520		58380		61280		63560		63460		63200		63210		61810		61800		62490		62990		64850		66430		65130		63840		61060		59510		57510		56770		54740		52630		50940		49980		48620		48200		47640		47270		47470		46480		40100				2713600

		2010Q2		65280		67710		67100		64930		63160		60320		59710		59010		58670		58350		56730		55660		54980		54350		52810		53490		53700		55830		57950		60350		63090		64070		62560		63150		62260		61790		61980		62580		64570		65740		65550		64240		61540		60460		57560		56620		55300		53030		51620		49730		48970		47980		48100		46960		47460		47670		40120				2714790

		2010Q3		65390		67580		68100		65630		64110		61230		59760		59380		58770		58580		57300		56150		55240		54650		53320		53150		53500		55460		57290		59450		62590		64160		62610		63310		62300		61910		61670		62590		63820		65800		65500		64540		62230		60520		58100		56830		55870		53570		51920		49900		49250		48250		48020		47170		47210		47890		41530				2723100

		2010Q4		64970		66970		68500		66310		64340		62240		59960		59880		59110		58780		58630		56510		55880		55000		53800		52960		53720		54570		56890		58880		61960		63790		63090		63060		62820		61520		61700		62390		63520		65380		65740		64480		63240		60230		58860		56840		56630		53900		52140		50120		49670		48120		48350		47150		47340		47470		44060				2731470

		2011Q1		64490		67040		69140		67090		64710		63190		60240		60050		59050		58770		58920		56900		56220		55360		54130		53050		53660		53920		56480		58290		61170		63400		63300		63110		63020		61590		61570		62320		62720		64540		66110		64780		63510		60750		59170		57200		56480		54450		52380		50690		49760		48430		48020		47470		47030		47240		46250				2737160

		2011Q2		64720		65980		68890		67750		65020		63130		60330		59840		59080		58750		58720		57300		56230		55380		54490		52850		53540		53690		55780		57830		60200		62920		63880		62370		62980		62010		61520		61760		62300		64280		65370		65170		63860		61150		60100		57190		56280		54960		52780		51380		49500		48740		47800		47890		46750		47200		47440				2737080

		2011Q3		64670		66020		68460		68540		65630		63910		61140		59950		59460		58880		58880		57870		56800		55650		54720		53340		53140		53450		55370		57100		59300		62320		63960		62340		63100		62020		61630		61390		62230		63480		65390		65080		64120		61780		60090		57710		56480		55540		53320		51670		49660		48990		48060		47810		46950		46950		47690				2742040

		2011Q4		64370		65520		67720		68800		66150		64190		62150		60030		59940		59150		59070		59030		57080		56250		55030		53750		52910		53600		54480		56670		58690		61720		63540		62790		62780		62560		61210		61400		62080		63170		64970		65300		64070		62750		59760		58480		56480		56300		53610		51850		49880		49430		47900		48140		46940		47070		47240				2746000

		2012Q1		63780		65240		67620		69140		66740		64490		62950		60170		60190		59210		59100		59360		57480		56610		55400		54010		53010		53540		53780		56310		58020		60930		63110		63000		62770		62730		61290		61220		61950		62310		64130		65630		64350		63050		60270		58790		56840		56160		54150		52120		50450		49550		48200		47810		47270		46760		47020				2748010

		2012Q2		63070		65290		66590		68860		67190		64670		62870		60240		59980		59290		59170		59220		57860		56710		55480		54440		52880		53460		53600		55610		57580		60070		62660		63640		62080		62650		61720		61160		61390		61910		63830		64890		64690		63450		60700		59690		56870		55990		54700		52570		51130		49320		48540		47570		47710		46520		46980				2746490

		2012Q3		62920		65090		66460		68420		67940		65070		63530		61030		60030		59730		59220		59480		58410		57240		55780		54640		53360		53090		53390		55270		56900		59150		62170		63730		62100		62790		61760		61290		61010		61870		63010		64940		64600		63690		61350		59710		57390		56180		55260		53080		51460		49450		48800		47830		47590		46750		46740				2750700

		2012Q4		62540		64810		66020		67660		68370		65780		64050		62110		60250		60370		59600		59720		59660		57560		56420		55000		53750		52910		53570		54440		56590		58550		61610		63330		62590		62510		62270		60920		61040		61670		62740		64530		64830		63570		62350		59390		58130		56200		56010		53370		51660		49660		49240		47680		47930		46770		46870				2756600

		2013Q1		62810		64430		65760		67590		68770		66530		64560		63130		60610		60760		59840		59830		60200		58040		56900		55480		54080		53090		53550		53850		56240		57970		60890		62960		62900		62560		62500		61070		60920		61580		61950		63710		65240		63910		62650		59910		58470		56570		55890		53900		51930		50230		49330		48010		47580		47080		46560				2762320

		2013Q2		62880		63790		66100		66790		68710		67280		64950		63290		60960		60770		60260		60040		60230		58650		57160		55670		54580		53020		53550		53730		55640		57630		60070		62560		63540		61950		62440		61530		60950		61090		61580		63480		64590		64310		63060		60380		59370		56590		55750		54450		52350		50900		49140		48370		47380		47500		46340				2765350

		2013Q3		63320		63740		66020		66910		68430		68230		65690		64350		61980		61010		60910		60330		60560		59420		57850		56160		54970		53590		53290		53550		55450		57050		59270		62110		63680		62090		62690		61600		61110		60830		61600		62770		64690		64290		63370		61040		59420		57120		55970		55050		52910		51240		49310		48660		47660		47460		46600				2775350

		Table information:

		Units:

		Number, Magnitude = Units

		Footnotes:

		Symbols:

		.. figure not available

		C: Confidential

		E: Early Estimate

		P: Provisional

		R: Revised

		S: Suppressed





		Estimated Resident Population by Age and Sex (1991+) (Qrtly-Mar/Jun/Sep/Dec)

		June quarters				18-64

		2008Q2				2647260

		2009Q2				2681210

		2010Q2				2714790

		2011Q2				2737080

		2012Q2				2746490

		2013Q2				2765350

		Benefit numbers

						All main benefits		JS		SPS		SLP		Other								All main benefits		JS		SPS		SLP		Other

		2009		Mar		288959		111886		81803		89710		5560						2009		10.9%		4.2%		3.1%		3.4%		0.2%

		2010		Mar		324814		140702		86947		91347		5818						2010		12.1%		5.2%		3.2%		3.4%		0.2%

		2011		Mar		331529		144177		89260		92073		6019						2011		12.2%		5.3%		3.3%		3.4%		0.2%

		2012		Mar		322951		137028		88509		91207		6207						2012		11.8%		5.0%		3.2%		3.3%		0.2%

		2013		Mar		310146		128784		84462		91367		5533						2013		11.3%		4.7%		3.1%		3.3%		0.2%

		2014		Mar		295320		121953		75844		92960		4563						2014		10.7%		4.4%		2.7%		3.4%		0.2%
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All main benefits

JS

SPS

SLP

Other

Proportion of working-age population receving main benefits at the end of March 2009-2014



		



JS

Proportion of working-age population receiving Jobseeker Support at the end of March, 2009-2014



		



SPS

Proportion of working-age population receciving Sole Parent Support at the end of March, 2009-2014



		



Proportion of working-age population receiving Supported Living Payment at the end of March, 2009-2014




