Supported Living Payment - September 2013 quarter
Supported Living Payment (SLP) is for people who have or care for someone with a health condition, injury or disability that severely limits their ability to work on a long-term basis. 

Key Facts

At the end of September 2013:
· 92,072 working-age people were receiving Supported Living Payment. 
· 3.3 percent of the working-age population of New Zealand were receiving Supported Living Payment.
· Supported Living Payment recipients are more likely to be aged over 40.
· 92 percent of recipients of Supported Living Payment had been receiving any benefit continuously for more than one year. This is due to the chronic nature of their condition or disability.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Nearly a third (31%) of those receiving Supported Living Payment – Health Condition or Disability had a psychological or psychiatric disorder.

Between September 2013 and September 2012:
· The number of recipients of Supported Living Payment remained stable, increasing by 696, or 1 percent. 
· There was a small proportional increase in benefit receipt for Mäori and Pacific peoples, while New Zealand European numbers remained stable.
· There were small increases in Supported Living Payment numbers in the older age groups.
· The percentage of the working–age population on Supported Living Payment remained stable.

Characteristics of working-age recipients of Supported Living Payment, at the end of September 2008, 2012 and 2013
	
	Sep-2008
	Sep-2012
	Sep-2013
	Annual change

	Supported Living Payment - Health Condition or Disability (HCD)
	83,618
	83,570
	83,880
	310
	0%

	Supported Living Payment - Caring
	5,426
	7,806
	8,191
	385
	5%

	Male
	45,388
	       46,756 
	       46,932 
	176
	0%

	Female
	43,656
	       44,620 
	       45,140 
	520
	1%

	Mäori
	19,936
	       21,748 
	       22,293 
	545
	3%

	Pacific people
	4,815
	         5,684 
	         5,803 
	119
	2%

	NZ European
	48,601
	       47,814 
	       47,976 
	162
	0%

	All other ethnicities* / unspecified
	15,692
	16,130
	16,000
	-130
	-1%

	18-24
	6,561
	         7,125 
	         7,097 
	-28
	0%

	25-39
	18,285
	       17,118 
	       16,921 
	-197
	-1%

	40-54
	34,015
	       35,158 
	       35,522 
	364
	1%

	55-64
	30,183
	       31,975 
	       32,532 
	557
	2%

	Continuous duration on any benefit
	
	
	
	
	

	     One year or less
	6,425
	4,792
	7,642
	2,850
	59%

	     More than one year
	82,619
	86,584
	84,430
	-2,154
	-2%

	Incapacity groups (for HCD clients)
	
	
	
	
	

	     Psychological or psychiatric condition                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
	23,615
	25,751
	26,325
	574
	2%

	     Intellectual disability
	11,090
	10,781
	10,626
	-155
	-1%

	     Musculo-skeletal system disorders                            
	10,589
	9,235
	9,059
	-176
	-2%

	     Nervous system disorders
	6,500
	6,333
	6,372
	39
	1%

	     Cardio-vascular disorders
	6,341
	5,995
	5,822
	-173
	-3%

	     Accidents
	4,763
	3,673
	3,682
	9
	0%

	     Cancer and congenital conditions
	5,703
	6,237
	6,391
	154
	2%

	     Other disorders and conditions
	15,017
	15,565
	15,603
	38
	0%

	Total number of recipients of SLP
	89,044
	91,376
	92,072
	 696 
	1%

	Percentage of working-age main benefit population receiving SLP
	33%
	28%
	30%
	
	

	Percentage of working-age population receiving SLP
	3.4%
	3.3%
	3.3%
	
	



Five-year trend
The number of clients receiving Supported Living Payment at the end of September has remained relatively stable between 2008 and 2013, increasing only slightly. The long-term nature of conditions for those on Supported Living Payment mean that very few people move from SLP into paid work or on to another benefit.    
The slight increase between 2008 and 2013 which have affected the number of clients receiving SLP may include an ageing population and increasing movement of people living with long-term health conditions and disabilities into the community.  



The proportion of the working-age population receiving SLP at the end of September each year remained stable between 2008 and 2013.  
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