
The Social Report 2009: Key summary points by domain

Health

Health expectancy

	Most recent data
	In 2006, males could expect to live in good health until they were 67.4 years; for females 69.2 years. 

	Longer term trend
	Between 1996 and 2006, heath expectancy for females and males improved by 1.7 years and 2.7 years respectively.

	Mäori
	In 2006, years in good health for Mäori were significantly lower than non-Mäori (6.2 years less for Mäori females and 6.8 years less for Mäori males).  


Life expectancy

	Most recent data
	In 2006–2008, male life expectancy was 78.2 years and female life expectancy was 82.2 years, which was up from 76.3 years for males and 81.1 years for females in 2000–2002.

	Longer term trend
	Life expectancy has consistently improved from mid-1980s.

	Male/female
	Since mid-1980s, life expectancy improved for males by more than females but males are still expected to live four years less than females.

	Mäori
	Mäori are still expected to live around eight years less than non-Mäori.  Between 1995–1997 and 2005–2007, the increase in Mäori female life expectancy was 1.4 years more than non-Mäori female life expectancy, while the increase for Mäori males was only 0.2 years more than non-Mäori male life expectancy.

	International 
	The life expectancy of New Zealand males and females is about the same as the respective male and female OECD medians, but lower than Australia’s.  


Suicide
	Most recent data
	In 2006, the suicide rate was 12.2 deaths per 100,000 (age-standardised), the same rate as in 2005.

	Longer term trend
	The suicide death rate increased during the 1980s and 1990s, reaching a peak of 15.1 per 100,000 in 1998.  Since then, the rate has fallen and is similar to the rate in 1986.

	Mäori
	Since 1996, the Mäori suicide rate has ranged from 20.0 to 12.9 per 100,000, and was 17.8 per 100,000 in 2006.

	Male/female
	Male suicide rates are three times higher than females.  More females than males are hospitalised for intentional self harm.

	Youth
	In 2006, people aged 15–24 years have the highest suicide rates (19.7 per 100,000), followed by those aged 25–34 years (18.6 per 100,000). 

	International 
	New Zealand suicide rates are higher than the OECD median.  New Zealand has one of the highest youth suicide rates in the OECD.


Cigarette smoking

	Most recent data
	In 2008, 23 per cent of people aged 15–64 years were current cigarette smokers, just below 24 per cent recorded in 2006. 

	Longer term trend
	Long term trend only available for population 15 years and over.  Smoking rates improved from 29 per cent in 1988 and 25 per cent in 1998 to 21 per cent in 2008. 

	Age
	In 2008, smoking rates were highest for those aged 25–34 years (28 per cent) and 15–24 years (26 per cent).  Between 1999 and 2007, the smoking rate for 14–15 year olds fell by over 50 per cent.  

	Mäori
	In 2008, Mäori had the highest smoking rates at 49 per cent for Mäori females and 42 per cent for Mäori males.

	Consumption
	Tobacco available for consumption fell by 42 per cent between 1991 and 2008, but was similar in 2007 and 2008.

	International
	In 2007, New Zealand’s smoking rate was better than the OECD median – fourth lowest.


Obesity 

	Most recent data
	In 2006/2007, 25 per cent of the population aged 15 years and over were obese, similar to 24 per cent in 2002/2003.

	Longer term trend
	Obesity rate increased from 19 per cent in 1997 to 25 per cent in 2006/2007.

	Mäori and Pacific
	In 2006/2007, Pacific peoples have the highest obesity rates (65 per cent), and Māori the second highest rate (43 per cent).  Between 1997 and 2006/2007, Māori were the only ethnic group to maintain similar, rather than increasing, obesity rates. 

	Children
	In 2006/2007, 8 per cent of children (5–14 years) were obese.

	International
	Using data from 1999 to 2007, New Zealand had the third highest obesity rate out of 30 OECD countries.  Most OECD countries use self-reported body measurements to calculate obesity; New Zealand uses actual measurements.  Of the eight countries that use actual measurements, New Zealand had a lower obesity rate than the United States, and similar rates to the United Kingdom and Australia.


Potentially hazardous drinking 

	Most recent data
	In 2006/2007, 23 per cent of drinkers of alcohol aged 15 years and over had a potentially hazardous drinking pattern.

	Longer term trend
	There has been no change in the rate since 1996/1997.

	Male/female
	Male drinkers are twice as likely as female drinkers to have a potentially hazardous drinking pattern.  There is less of a sex difference at younger ages than in the older age groups.

	Youth
	In 2006/2007, 41 per cent of 15–24 year-old drinkers had a hazardous drinking pattern.

	Mäori and Pacific
	Of those who drink alcohol, Mäori and Pacific peoples (both 38 per cent) are more likely than the total population to have a hazardous drinking pattern. Pacific peoples are less likely to drink alcohol, as 40 per cent had not drunk alcohol in the past 12 months, compared to 16 per cent of the total population.


Knowledge and Skills
Participation in early childhood education

	Most recent data
	As at 1 July 2008, 93 per cent of 3 year olds and 99 per cent of 4 year olds attended early childhood education (ECE) services (some attend more than one), a slight increase from 2007.  Using another measure, 95 per cent of Year 1 students had attended ECE, as at 1 July 2008.    

	Longer term trend
	Participation in ECE has increased since 1986 for 3 and 4 year olds (from 43 per cent and 73 per cent respectively).

	Pacific 
	Pacific peoples have the lowest levels of Year 1 students who attended ECE of any ethnic group. As at 1 July 2008, 85 per cent of Pacific Year 1 students had attended ECE, but this had increased from 76 per cent in 2000.  


School leavers with higher qualifications

	Most recent data
	In 2007, 66 per cent of school leavers left school with a qualification at NCEA Level 2 or above, compared to 60 per cent of school leavers in 2006.

	Longer term trend

	NCEA was introduced in 2003.  Since 2003, the proportion has increased from 53 per cent to 66 per cent.

	Males/females

	In 2007, 70 per cent of female school leavers had a qualification at NCEA Level 2 or above, compared to 61 per cent of males.

	Mäori and Pacific
	For school leavers with NCEA Level 2 or above, in 2007, the proportion of Mäori (44 per cent) and Pacific (56 per cent) was lower than Europeans (71 per cent) or Asians (84 per cent).  Between 2003 and 2007 the proportion of Mäori and Pacific school leavers with NCEA Level 2 or above increased by 15 percentage points for Mäori and 14 percentage points for Pacific, which was more than other ethnic groups.


Participation in tertiary education

	Most recent data
	In 2008, 12.5 per cent of the population aged 15 and over were enrolled in tertiary education institutions, slightly down from 13.3 per cent in 2007.

	Longer term trend
	The tertiary participation rate increased from 8.0 per cent in 1994, but has declined from 14.0 per cent in 2005.  The decline since 2005 was mainly due to participation in certificate-level courses falling.

	Ethnic groups
	In 2008, the Mäori tertiary participation rate was 16.8 per cent, compared to 12.4 per cent for Asians, 11.8 per cent for Pacific peoples and 11.4 per cent for Europeans. Asians were more likely than other ethnic groups to be enrolled in bachelor’s degree courses. 

	Youth
	In 2008, 46 per cent of 18–19 year olds and 33 per cent of 20–24 year olds participated in tertiary education.  


Educational attainment of the adult population

	Most recent data
	In 2008, 75 per cent of adults had a qualification at upper secondary level or above, slightly lower than in 2007 (76 per cent).  The proportion with bachelor’s degrees or higher qualifications was 21 per cent in 2008, the same as in 2007.

	Longer term trend

	The proportion with upper secondary or above qualifications increased from 66 per cent in 1991.  The proportion with bachelor’s degrees or higher qualifications more than doubled from 8 per cent in 1991 to 21 per cent in 2008.

	Male/female
	Since 2006, females have been just as likely as males to have a bachelor’s degree or higher qualification.  In the 25–34 year old age group, females are increasingly more likely than males to have a bachelor’s degree or higher qualification.  

	Ethnic groups
	In 2008, the proportion of people with bachelor’s degrees or higher qualifications was highest among adults in the Other ethnic group, including Asians (37 per cent), followed by Europeans (22 per cent), Mäori (9 per cent) and Pacific peoples (7 per cent).  

	International 
	In 2006, New Zealand had a higher proportion of adults with bachelor’s degrees or higher than the OECD median.   


Adult literacy skills in English

	Most recent data
	In 2006, 57 per cent of adults 16–64 years had higher (Level 3 or above) prose literacy skills, 56 per cent higher document literacy skills and 49 per cent had higher numeracy skills. 

	Longer term trend

	Between 1996 and 2006, the proportion of adults with higher prose and document literacy skills increased slightly.  No trend data is available for numeracy.

	Male/female
	In 2006, males were more likely than females to have numeracy skills at Level 3 or above.  There were no significant sex differences in the other literacy measures. 

	Mäori and Pacific
	Mäori and Pacific had lower levels of literacy than the total population, in all three measures.  On average, the prose and document literacy skills of Mäori improved between 1996 and 2006, while those of Pacific peoples declined. 


Paid Work 
Unemployment

	Most recent data
	In the year to March 2009, the unemployment rate was 4.5 per cent, slightly higher than 3.7 per cent in 2008.

	Longer term trend

	The unemployment rate peaked at 10.9 per cent in 1992 and declined steadily between 1998 and 2008, and was under 4 per cent between 2005 and 2008.

	Mäori and Pacific
	In the year to March 2009, unemployment rates for Māori (8.8 per cent) and Pacific (8.5 per cent) were higher than 2008 (8.0 per cent and 6.5 per cent respectively). Māori and Pacific unemployment rates have halved since 1998. 

	Youth
	Youth (15–24 years) are more than twice as likely to be unemployed than those over 25 years.  In the year to March 2009, 12.1 per cent of youth (15–24 years) were unemployed, up from 9.9 per cent in 2008. 

	International

	In 2008, New Zealand had a lower unemployment rate than the OECD median and was 10th equal lowest, with Australia.


Employment 
	Most recent data
	In the year to March 2009, 74.6 per cent of the population aged 15–64 years were employed, down from 74.9 per cent in the year to March 2008.

	Longer term trend
	Employment rate increased from low of 65.0 per cent in 1992.  Employment rates increased every year between 1999 and 2007, reaching historic highs in 2007 and 2008 (74.9 per cent). The employment rate fell to 74.6 per cent in the year to March 2009, the first fall since 1999.

	Male/female
	In the year to March 2009, 80.5 per cent of males and 68.9 per cent of females were employed. The gender gap was 12 percentage points in the year to March 2009, a narrowing from 20 per cent in 1989 and 15 percentage points in 1999.

	Mäori and Pacific
	The Mäori employment rate increased by 13 percentage points since 1999, to 65.6 per cent in the year to March 2009.  Pacific employment increased by 7 percentage points to 62.4 per cent over the same period.

	International 
	In 2008, New Zealand had a higher employment rate than the OECD median (seventh highest), and a higher employment rate than Australia and the United Kingdom.


Median hourly earnings

	Most recent data
	Real median hourly earnings were $18.75 in 2008, similar to $18.78 in 2007 (figures in 2008 dollars). 

	Longer term trend
	Real median hourly earnings increased by 17 per cent between 1997 and 2008.

	Male/female
	In 2008, female median hourly earnings were 88 per cent of male median hourly earnings.  Since 1997, real median hourly earnings have increased more for females than males.

	Mäori and Pacific
	In 2008, Pacific peoples ($15.40) and Mäori ($16.74) had lower real median hourly earnings than the total population.  

	Regional differences
	Wellington and Auckland had the highest median hourly earnings; the lowest median hourly earnings were in Manawatu-Wanganui and Northland.


Workplace injury claims

	Most recent data
	In 2007, there were 122 claims per 1,000 full-time equivalent employees (FTEs), and 126 claims per 1,000 FTEs in 2006.

	Highest claimants
	Self-employed not employing others (183), Mäori (155), males (154), Pacific peoples (152), the agriculture forestry and fishing industries (150) and manufacturing industry (149) had the highest workplace injury rates per 1,000 FTEs in 2007.


Satisfaction with work-life balance

	Most recent data



	In 2008, 78 per cent of employed New Zealanders were satisfied with their work-life balance.

	Age
	Full-time employed people aged 35–54 years had lower levels of satisfaction with their work-life balance.


Economic Standard of Living 

Market income per-person

	Most recent data 
	Per capita real gross national disposable income (RGNDI) fell slightly in the year to March 2009, (by 1.7 per cent).

	Longer term trend
	Between 1988 and 2009, the average annual growth rate of per capita RGNDI was 1.4 per cent.  

	International 
	In 2006, for a related measure, Gross Domestic Product per person, New Zealand was 22nd out of 30 OECD countries. 


Income inequality

	Most recent data 
	In 2008, the equivalised disposable income of a household at the 80th income percentile was 2.6 times larger than that of a household at the 20th percentile, the same as in 2007.  

	Longer term trend
	The ratio worsened between 1988 and 2004, from 2.2 to 2.7.  Between 2004 and 2007 it improved for first time since 1986 and remained at that level in 2008.  Between 2004 and 2008, income growth of low to middle income households exceeded growth among higher income households; the only time in the last 25 years.  

	International
	Using Gini coefficient data from 2004, New Zealand had higher income inequality than the OECD median.


Population with low incomes

	Most recent data 
	Percentage of people living in households with low incomes (threshold set at 60 per cent of household equivalised median income, after housing costs) was similar in 2007 and 2008, 13 per cent and 14 per cent respectively.

	Longer term trend
	More than doubled between 1988 and 1994, from 9 per cent to 23 per cent, before falling to 19 per cent in 2001 and 13 per cent in 2007.  Despite the recent decline, the population with low incomes in 2008 is still higher than in 1988.     

	Children
	The proportion of children in low-income households fell from 29 per cent in 2001 to 16 per cent in 2007, but increased to 20 per cent in 2008.  

	Family and Household type
	Between 2001 and 2008, the proportion of two parent families with low incomes fell from 19 per cent to 13 per cent, while the proportion of sole parent families with low incomes fell from 61 per cent to 39 per cent.  

	Mäori and Pacific
	2007 and 2008 data is not robust enough for it to be reported by ethnic group, due to the small sample sizes.  Real equivalised median incomes for these groups have increased since the mid-1990s.  

	International
	In 2004, New Zealand was ranked 16th out of 30 OECD countries, using a low-income threshold set at 50 per cent of household equivalised median income.


Housing affordability

	Most recent data 
	The proportion of households spending more than 30 per cent of their disposable income on housing increased from 26 per cent in 2007 to 29 per cent in 2008.

	Longer term trend
	Since the late-1980s, the proportion of households spending more than 30 per cent of their disposable income on housing increased substantially and was at its highest level in 2008.  

	Mäori and Pacific 
	In 2008, compared to all households, Mäori households (28 per cent) had a similar proportion spending 30 per cent of their disposable income on housing, while Pacific households (35 per cent) had a slightly higher proportion. 

	Age
	In 2008, people aged 25–44 years (39 per cent) and children under 18 years (37 per cent) were more likely than those over 65 years (10 per cent) to live in households with high housing costs, relative to income.

	Socio-economic
	Between 2004 and 2008 housing affordability worsened for all household income quintiles.  The lowest income quintile (39 per cent) and the second lowest quintile (35 per cent) have a higher proportion of households spending more than 30 per cent of their disposable income on housing than higher income quintiles.  


Household crowding

	Most recent data 
	In 2006, 10 per cent of the New Zealand population lived in households requiring at least one additional bedroom (as defined by the Canadian Crowding Index), the same percentage as 2001.

	Longer term trend
	The proportion of crowded households reduced from 13 per cent in 1986.

	Mäori and Pacific
	The household crowding rate for Mäori (23 per cent) is more than double New Zealand total, while the rate for Pacific people (43 per cent) is four times the New Zealand total.

	Region
	In 2006, Manukau City (25 per cent) and Opotiki District (19 per cent) had the highest household crowding rates.


Civil and Political Rights

Voter turnout

	Most recent data (General elections)
	In 2008, 76 per cent of the voting-age population cast votes, a slight decline from 77 per cent in 2005.

	Longer term trend
	There has been an overall decline from 89 per cent in 1984.

	Local Government
	Voter turnout in the 2007 local government elections was 44 per cent - the lowest since 1989.


Representation of women in government

	Most recent data 
	After the 2008 election, 34 per cent of MPs were women, up from 32 per cent after the 2005 election.

	Longer term trend
	The proportion of women MPs has increased at every election since 1984, with the exception of 2002.

	Local government 
	In 2007, 32 per cent of people elected to local authorities were women. In 2007, 10 out 57 mayors were women.

	International
	In 2009, New Zealand’s proportion of female MPs was eighth highest out of 30 OECD countries.


Representation of ethnic groups in government

	Most recent data 
	After the 2008 election, 25 per cent of MPs self-identified as being Mäori, Pacific or Asian, up from 21 per cent in 2005.

	Longer term trend
	The proportion of MPs self-identified as being of Mäori, Pacific or Asian increased was 6 per cent in 1984, and rose sharply with the introduction of MMP.


Perceived discrimination

	Most recent data 
	In 2008, Asians, recent immigrants, people on welfare, and people who are overweight were the groups that were perceived to be subject to the most discrimination.

	Longer term trend
	Between 2001 and 2008, levels of perceived discrimination for eight of the 11 groups surveyed had fallen, particularly for Mäori and Pacific peoples.


Perceived corruption

	Most recent data 
	In 2008, New Zealand scored 9.3 on Transparency International’s Corruption Perceptions Index (scale of 0 highly corrupt to 10 highly clean), similar to 9.4 in 2007.

	Longer term trend
	New Zealand has consistently been perceived to have low levels of corruption since the index was developed in 1995.

	International
	In 2008, New Zealand was ranked first equal with Sweden and Denmark as the least corrupt country in the OECD.


Cultural Identity

Local content programming on New Zealand television

	Most recent data 
	In 2008, 42 per cent of the prime-time content on television was local, slightly less than 43 per cent in 2007. 

	Longer term trend
	The level of local content increased from 24 per cent in 1988 to 42 per cent in 1994, before falling slightly, and then recovering back up to 42 per cent in 2003. 


Mäori language speakers

	Most recent data 
	The percentage of Mäori able to hold a conversation about everyday things in Mäori was 24 per cent in the 2006 Census, slightly down from 25 per cent in the 2001 Census.  

	The Mäori Language survey
	A survey on the health of the Mäori language, which recorded different levels of proficiency, found that between 2001 and 2006 Mäori with some level of proficiency increased from 42 per cent  to 51 per cent, and those able to speak Mäori “well” or “very well” increased from 9 per cent to 14 per cent.  


Language retention

	Most recent data 
	In 2006, the proportion of people who could speak a “first” language of their ethnic group varied from 16 per cent for Cook Islands Mäori to 84 per cent for Koreans.  People born overseas are more likely to retain a “first” language.   

	Ethnic groups
	Between 2001 and 2006, most ethnic groups experienced little change in the proportion of people who could speak their first language, although there were slight increases for Tongan, Indian and Korean ethnic groups and slight decreases for most Pacific and European ethnic groups.


Leisure and Recreation

Satisfaction with leisure time

	Most recent data 
	In 2008, 75 per cent of New Zealanders were satisfied with their leisure time.  

	Households with children
	In 2008, people who live in households with children (68 per cent) were less satisfied with their leisure time.  


Participation in physical activity

	Most recent data 
	In 2006/2007, 51 per cent of people over 15 years were physically active for at least 30 minutes a day on five or more days over the last week, similar to 53 per cent in 2002/2003.

	Male/Female
	Males were more likely to be physically active than females –54 per cent of males, compared to 47 per cent of females.

	Asian
	Asian people were less likely to be physically active than the total population, 40 per cent compared to 51 per cent.


Participation in cultural and arts activities

	Most recent data 
	In 2002, 93 per cent of people had participated in a cultural or arts activity.

	Ethnic groups
	Mäori (97 per cent) were more likely than European (93 per cent) or Pacific peoples (92 per cent) to have participated in any cultural activity.


Physical Environment

Air quality

	Most recent data 
	In 2008, average annual levels of PM10 (particulate matter that is less than 10 microns in diameter) met the air quality guideline in four of the five main centre sites, only Dunedin exceeded the guideline.

	Regional trends
	Since 1997, Christchurch and Dunedin have consistently been at or above the guideline.  Wellington, Hamilton and Auckland have consistently met the guideline.


Drinking water quality

	Most recent data 
	Between 2006/2007 and 2007/2008, the proportion of drinking water that met the Drinking-water Standards for E.coli improved slightly from 79 per cent to 83 per cent; for Cryptosporidium the proportions were similar with 67 per cent and 66 per cent respectively.

	Longer term trend
	Since 2001, compliance with the Drinking-water Standards has increased from 63 per cent for E.coli and 52 per cent for Cryptosporidium.

	Regional trends
	In 2007/2008, the West Coast and Tasman regions had the lowest compliance levels for E.coli (under 50 per cent).  The Marlborough, Tasman, West Coast and Gisborne regions had compliance rates for Cryptosporidium below 5 per cent.  The Auckland and Nelson regions had high compliance rates (around 90 per cent or higher) for both E.coli and Cryptosporidium. 


Safety 

Assault mortality

	Most recent data 
	In 2006, 1.6 per 100,000 people died as a result of assault or intentional injury, compared to 1.8 per 100,000 in 2005.  Assault mortality rates are based on small numbers and may fluctuate, so trends should be interpreted with caution.  

	Longer term trend
	Since the early 1980s the assault mortality rate has ranged from 1.2 per 100,000 to 2.4 per 100,000.  It has fallen since the early-1990s when the rate was regularly 2.0 per 100,000 or higher. 

	Children
	On average over the five-year period between 2001 and 2005 0.8 per 100,000 children (under 15 years) died as a result of assault or intentional injury. 

	Mäori
	Between 1996 and 2006, the Mäori assault rate was on average over three times the non-Mäori assault rate.  The five-year average assault rate for Mäori children under 15 was three times the rate of non-Mäori children between 2002 and 2006 (1.6 and 0.5 per 100,000 children respectively).

	International
	Using data from 2003–2007, New Zealand had a slightly worse assault mortality rate than the OECD median. 


Criminal victimisation

	Most recent data 
	In 2005, 39 per cent of people aged 15 years and over had been victims of crime in the previous 12 months.

	Mäori and Pacific
	Victimisation rates for Mäori and Pacific (both 47 per cent) are higher than the European rate (37 per cent).

	Men/women
	Women and men had the same overall criminal victimisation rates (39 per cent).  Men were as likely as women to be victimised at least once by a partner, but women experienced more incidents.


Fear of crime

	Most recent data 
	In 2005, 40 per cent of New Zealanders said that fear of crime had a moderate or high impact on their quality of life.

	Male/female
	Women (45 per cent) were more likely than men (34 per cent) to report that fear of crime had a moderate or high impact on their quality of life. 

	Asian
	Asian people (60 per cent) were more likely than other ethnic groups to report that fear of crime affected their quality of life. 


Road casualties 

	Most recent data 
	Between 2007 and 2008, the rate of road deaths decreased from 10.0 per 100,000 to 8.6 per 100,000 and the road injury rate decreased from 379 per 100,000 to 352 per 100,000. 

	Longer term trend
	Deaths and injuries from motor vehicle crashes have declined significantly since 1986 (deaths – from 23.1 per 100,000; injuries – from 570 per 100,000).  However, road injuries have increased since 2000, from a low of 286 per 100,000.

	Youth
	Deaths from motor vehicle crashes for 15–24 year olds are more than double those of the total population.

	Mäori
	In 2006, the most recent year with ethnic data, the Mäori road death rate was twice the total population road death rate.

	International
	In 2007, New Zealand’s rate of road deaths was slightly higher than the OECD median.


Social Connectedness 

Telephone and internet access in the home

	Most recent data 
	The proportion of people with access to the internet in their home increased from 43 per cent in 2001 to 66 per cent in 2006.  The proportion of people with telephone access in the home increased from 96 per cent to 98 per cent.

	Family type
	People living in two parent families (79 per cent) were more likely than the total population (66 per cent) to have internet access, while one-parent families were less likely (50 per cent). 

	Mäori and Pacific 
	Mäori and Pacific peoples with internet access at home significantly increased between 2001 and 2006. However, the percentage gap to the total population still widened.   

Between 2001 and 2006, telephone access in Mäori and Pacific households increased by more than the total population, reducing the gap to the total population from 8–9 percentage points to less than 4 percentage points.

	International
	In 2006, New Zealand had a higher proportion of households with internet access than the OECD median.


Regular contact with family/friends

	Most recent data 
	In 2004, 70 per cent had regular contact with family/friends, which was similar to 69 per cent in 2000.

	Mäori
	Mäori (73 per cent) and the Other ethnic group (78 per cent) were more likely to have regular contact with family/friends.


Trust in others 

	Most recent data 
	In 2008, 78 per cent reported that other people can be trusted.

	Pacific and Asian
	Asian and Pacific peoples had the lowest level of trust in people (71 per cent and 72 per cent respectively).

	International
	New Zealanders’ level of trust in others is higher than the OECD median.


Loneliness

	Most recent data 
	In 2008, 16 per cent of people had felt lonely in the past year.

	Male/Female
	Females (18 per cent) were more likely to feel lonely than males (14 per cent).

	Pacific and Asian
	Asians (24 per cent) and Pacific peoples (23 per cent) reported the highest rate of loneliness.


Contact between young people and their parents

	Most recent data 
	In 2007, 57 per cent of secondary school students reported spending enough time with their parents, less than 62 per cent in 2001.

	Male/Female
	In 2007, females (50 per cent) were less likely than males (62 per cent) to report that they spend enough time with their parents.  In 2001, the difference between males and females was minimal, (61 per cent females; 63 per cent males) 

	Ethnic groups
	Mäori, Asian (both 51 per cent) and Pacific (49 per cent) students were less likely to report that they spent enough time with their parents than European students (61 per cent).
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