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The Social Report 2009 fact sheet: Key findings

· The Social Report provides a snapshot of how New Zealanders are faring and monitors social trends over time.
· The Social Report includes 43 indicators which span across 10 domains or aspects of peoples’ lives ranging from health to social connectedness.  
· New Zealanders are generally living longer, are more qualified and less likely to have low incomes than a decade ago.
· Housing affordability, voter turnout and obesity are the only indicators to have deteriorated since the mid-1990s.
· New Zealand is better than, or similar to, the OECD median for two thirds of the 21 indicators for which we have internationally comparative data.   New Zealand compares well to other OECD countries in cigarette smoking, employment, unemployment, educational attainment of the adult population, internet access in the home and perceived corruption.  

· New Zealand is below the OECD median for market income per person and has higher rates of obesity and suicide than the OECD median. 
· The regions containing the main urban centres of Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch tend to do comparatively well across a range of indicators, as does the Nelson region.
· No single region is doing worst against all 22 regional indicators. Gisborne, Northland, and to a lesser extent the West Coast tend to have comparatively poorer results across a larger range of indicators. The majority of indicators generally improved in these regions between 2001 and 2008.

Areas that have improved
We’ve made advances in the following areas:
· Smoking rates for the population have fallen and smoking rates for 14–15 year olds have more than halved over the decade to 2008. 
· The proportion of New Zealanders aged 25–64 years with bachelor’s degrees or higher qualifications doubled since the mid-1990s. Since 2006, females have been as likely as males to have bachelor’s degrees or higher qualifications.
· Adult literacy skills in English for prose and document literacy at Level 3 or above improved between 1996 and 2006. 

· Between 2004 and 2008, income growth of low to middle income households exceeded growth among higher income households, the only time in the last 25 years.  
· The proportion of the population with low incomes (under 60% of the median equivalised household income - after housing costs) was similar between 2007 (13%) and 2008 (14%).  The proportion with low incomes had improved since 2001 (from 19%), with rising employment, falling unemployment and the Working for Families package.
· The road death rate declined between 2007 and 2008, consistent with trends since the mid-1980s.

· Outcomes for Mäori and Pacific peoples have improved faster than for the total population since the mid-1990s, or when the series began, in: employment, housing affordability, participation in early childhood education (since 2000), participation in tertiary education (since 2001), telephone access (since 2001) and school leavers with higher qualifications (since 2003).  Life expectancy for Mäori also improved faster than for non-Mäori, since the mid-1990s, although a significant difference remains. 
Areas that have declined                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
We’ve seen a recent decline in the following areas:

· Participation in tertiary education has fallen in each year since 2005, mainly due to falling participation in certificate-level courses.  Despite also experiencing a decline since 2005, Mäori continue to have higher tertiary participation rates than the total population, but primarily due to higher participation in certificate-level courses and at older age groups.
· Housing affordability deteriorated between 2004 and 2008.  In 2008, just under one-third of all households (29%) were spending over 30 percent of their disposable household income on housing. In 2004, the proportion was closer to one-fifth of all households (21%). Low-income households continue to be more likely to spend over 30% of their income on housing costs.
· The proportion of children in households with low incomes increased between 2007 and 2008, from 16% to 20%, reflecting increased housing costs for families. 

· The recession has impacted in the areas of paid work and economic standard of living. New Zealand experienced negative economic growth from the March 2008 quarter to the June 2009 quarter which saw:

· market income per person falling in the year to March 2009 for the first time since 1992
· unemployment rates increasing in the year to March 2009, for the first time since 1999
· the employment rate falling slightly in the year to March 2009, after reaching historically high levels in 2007 and 2008.

