FACT SHEET

Break-Away Package 

International evidence shows that how young people spend their leisure time can have a significant impact on their resilience and outcomes later in life.  The Break-Away package provides structured leisure-time activities and programmes for young people who normally do not have access to such activities.  They are designed to be fun and to enable young people to develop the skills to take advantage of opportunities, and respond positively to challenges. 

Prime Minister’s Youth Programme

· To reward and foster achievement for young people aged 14-17 years who have overcome adversity and made a sustained attempt to make positive life changes.

· Funds 100 places annually in a week-long daily activity programme.

· Starts January 2010.
· Investment $0.050m annually. 

Break-Away Holiday Activity Programmes

· Funds 30,000 one-week holiday activity programme places for young people aged 11-17 years. 

· That is 3,000 places per week for the 12 weeks of school holidays per year. 

· The programmes are likely to include week-long programmes and daily events.
· Provides structured leisure time activities, including physical activity during school holiday periods. 

· Self and parent referral.
· Phased in from December 2009.   

· Investment $1.500m in 2009/10; $3.000m per annum thereafter.

Residential Holiday Respite Camps

· Funds 500 residential respite camp places a year during school holidays.

· Available to children and young people who are cared for by foster parents, extended whānau and grandparents, who may need a break.

· Phased in from January 2010, with Children’s Health Camps providing the first camps.

· Investment $0.200 m in 2009/10; $0.400m per annum after. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Break-Away Programmes
HOLIDAY ACTIVITY PROGRAMMES

Q.
Why is the Government investing in holiday activity programmes? 
A.
The government recognises that how young people spend their leisure time can have a significant impact on their resilience and outcomes in later life. More needs to be done for the large group of people who may not have access to structured leisure time activities, or to programmes that enable young people to develop the skills to take advantage of opportunities and manage and respond positively to challenges. 

Attendance on these programmes will serve three purposes: 

· Countering any drift into anti-social or unconstructive activities.
· Providing general development support and transfer of skills and knowledge.
· Exposing young people to a range of physical activities. 


Q.
Who will be eligible to attend the programmes?
A.
Young people aged 11-17 from high needs areas will be targeted.  Participant selection will be through parental or self-referral. Attendance will not be dependent on parental income testing. Those providers selected to deliver the programmes will promote their programmes in the targeted communities.
Q.
How much will it cost to attend the programmes?

A.
The programmes will be free to attend.   Parents or caregivers will need to cover any transport costs.

Q.
When will the programmes start operating? 
A.
 The first programmes will be run in January 2010 and will continue thereafter.  There are 12 weeks’ of school holidays per year, and the programmes will run throughout these weeks based on demand.

Q.
How many programmes is the Government funding? 
A.
There will be a total of 30,000 one-week places.  The number of days a participant attends will be dependent on the structure of the programmes developed by providers. The number of programmes will be determined through the tendering process. Delivery in year one will be for 15,000 one-week places.

Q.
Who can provide these programmes? 
A.
Any organisation that wishes to provide a programme, is in one of the targeted communities and meets the minimum standards for the programme will be eligible to apply to be providers. 

Q.
What’s the difference between Break-Away programmes and OSCAR holiday programmes?
A.
OSCAR services operate during term time and holidays to meet the needs of working parents with dependent children under the age of 14 years. Break-Away programmes operate solely in the school holiday periods to provide challenging, fun opportunities to communities of young people in the 11-17 age range. 
Q.
Who will decide which organisations will run the programmes?

A.
The programme providers will be determined by a contracting process run by the Ministry of Social Development. A contracting process will be initiated in September 2009 and completed by December 2009. Interested providers can check http://www.familyservices.govt.nz/ for more information as it comes available.  
Q.
What activities will be available on the programmes?

A.
Content of the programmes will vary dependent on the provider, the demographics of the young people and the programme location. Activities may include dance and music, waka ama and kapa haka, outdoor activities, art and games, drama and performance, and networking opportunities. There will be a physical activity component within all programmes.
Q.
What funding is available for these programmes?

A.
 $3 million is available per year for these programmes – which is $100 per one-week placement.
Q.
Will the holiday activity programmes be targeted at young offenders?

A.
No. The holiday activity programmes will focus on young people from high need areas who would not normally have access to a holiday programme, and would benefit from something fun and constructive to do in the holidays. 
Q.
When will the contracting process begin?
A.
The first programme will be run in January 2010.  The contracting process will be initiated in September 2009 and be complete by December 2009. It is intended potential participants will know about the programmes before the end of the school term in December.  The contracting process will be managed by the Funding and Contracting team in MSD’s Family and Community Services (FACS).
PRIME MINISTER’S YOUTH PROGRAMME

Q.
What is the PM’s Youth Programme? 

A.
The PM’s Youth Programme is to reward young people aged 14-17 years who have overcome adversity and made a sustained attempt to make positive life changes, for instance young people who have moved away from low-levels of offending, truancy or poor academic achievement.

Q.
What will the young people do on the PM’s Youth Programme?

A.
The Programme will offer young people a mix of fun, challenging and developmental activities.  In addition, the young people will be offered the opportunity to spend time with, and learn and get advice from, high achieving/iconic New Zealanders, who they might not normally meet.  The icons will act as positive role models.  Together, the icons and the young people will take part in workshop activities designed to show the young people how different their lives could be, and the opportunities that may be available to them, if they continue to adopt the right attitude.

A number of high profile and well respected Kiwis in a variety of fields have offered their time to the Programme, including:  actor Oscar Kightley; ex All Black Norm Hewitt; netball guru Raewyn Henry and hip hop artists Prestige.

Q.
How will young people be selected to take part in the programme? 

A.
Young people will be nominated to attend and will decide if they wish to take part in the programme.  In the first instance the programmes will largely be delivered in South Auckland.

Q.
How will nomination work?

A.
Key people in the community, including Principals, will be involved in identifying and nominating young people for the Programme.    Details of the process will be made available on the Ministry’s website later this year.

Q.
How many young people will this benefit?

A.
Each year 100 young people will be able to participate in the programme.  The programme will run for one week at the end of the Christmas school holidays.

Q.
Will this really make a difference?

A.
International evidence demonstrates that participation in positive activities can: help to improve attitudes to, and engagement with, school; build social and communication skills; help young people avoid taking risks such as experimenting with drugs or being involved in anti-social behaviour or crime; and improve their self-confidence and self-esteem.  Participation can also help increase the resilience of young people who are trying to rebuild their lives.

Q.
How will the programme take into account the different interests of the young people?

A.
Four themed programmes will be run annually.  Two will be sports themed, one with a performance/art theme, and one with a music theme.  The organisations running the programmes will be expected to provide a diverse range of activities throughout the week in addition to the time the young people spend with the participating celebrities.

Q.
Can a young person attend more than one of the themed programmes?

A.
No.  Young people nominated will only be able to attend a single programme.

Q.
When will the programmes take place?

A.
The four programmes will operate annually at the end of the Christmas break, beginning in the final week of January 2010.

Q.
Who will run the programmes?

A.
The Ministry of Youth Development will contract providers to run each of the four programmes.  The providers will be selected by the end of November.

Q.
Will the Prime Minister actually be involved with the Programme?

A.
Yes, the Prime Minister will have a role in the programme, including the issuing of a certificate from the PM to all participants.

Q.
What will happen to the young people after the programme?

A.
The young people will be encouraged to maintain their positive behaviours and supported to identify future goals for after the Programme.  

RESIDENTIAL HOLIDAY RESPITE CAMPS

Q.
Why is the Government investing in Residential Respite Camps?

A.
Caregivers, families or grandparents who are caring for a young person as a result of a breakdown in the young person’s family need to be able to have a break from what is a very difficult role. The programme reflects the Government’s commitment to supporting caregivers and recognises their important role in nurturing the young person in their care. 

Q.
Who will the programmes target and when will they run? 
A.
The residential camps are for kids of school age (5 to 7 years and 8 to 12 years) who are in the care of someone other than their parents. The programmes will operate during the 10 weeks of school holidays per year.

Q.
Who will run the camps?
A.
Te Puna Whaiora Children’s Health Camps is being contracted by MSD to run the camps, and from 2010/11 additional providers will also be contracted. 

Q.
Where will the camps be run?
A.
The camps will be throughout the country, though it is likely some kids will need to travel to attend a camp.

Q.
How long will the camps be?
A.
The age of the young person, along with individual and family needs, and circumstances will determine the length of time spent at camp.  Existing providers currently deliver four- to six-day camps. 

Q.
Will there be a selection process for attendance?
A.
Access to the camps will be through referral from: Strengthening Families, Family Start, Child, Youth and Family, Social Workers in Schools, Police Youth Aid.  Self-referrals, as a result of public awareness of the initiative, may also be accepted. 

Priority will be given to children cared for by:

· foster parents

· extended whānau

· grandparents.

