July 2008 
Changes to Special Needs Grants 

Special Needs Grants are available to people who need one-off assistance to meet essential and immediate needs which they are unable to meet themselves. They are available in a number of categories including food, health, medical, and other emergency situations.

This assistance is available to people regardless of whether they are also receiving a benefit or New Zealand Superannuation or not.

A person can make an application for more than one Special Needs Grant over the course of a year for any amount they require up to the maximum limits. 
Most people are not granted the full maximum amount limit in one application instead they get an amount which meets their emergency or essential need at the time.
· Increase to maximum limits for food grants

Approximately 280,000 special needs grants for food were made in the year to May 2008.

From 4 August 2008 the annual amount of financial assistance available through Special Needs Grants for food will double. The government will be reducing the time period in which the maximum limits apply from 52 weeks to 26 weeks. This will mean that over a year people will be able to apply for up to twice the amount of the current limits.

The limits for food grants remain the same but because they will be available over a 26 week period people will have access to twice the current amount over a 52 week period.

	Limits for food grants by family circumstances
	Limit

	Single person with no dependent children
	$200

	Married, civil union or de facto couple with no dependent children
	$300

	Married, civil union or de facto couple or sole parent with 1 or 2 dependent children
	$450

	Married, civil union or de facto couple or sole parent with 3 or more dependent children
	$550


· Increase of limit for Other Emergencies grants
Approximately 15,500 Special Need Grants were made in the ‘Other Emergency’ category, in the year to May 2008. These grants are available where special circumstances exist in order to prevent people falling into serious hardship.
From 4 August 2008, we are increasing the limit to $500 from $200 for Special Need Grants for the ‘Other Emergency’ category. 

There is still discretion to exceed this limit if a person has exceptional circumstances. 
