4 September 2007

Government invests millions in services to respond to family violence

The government invests significant time, effort and funds into trying to reduce family violence in New Zealand.

Spending is across a range of Votes and agencies with investments made through the health, justice, social welfare and education systems in responding to and treating the effects of family violence. Obvious examples are: the costs of medical treatment, incarceration of offenders, policing, court systems, child protection and addressing the impact of victimisation.

It is not possible to provide an overall figure, because so many agencies are doing work in this area and the work that is done is not always quantifiable.  Nevertheless the figures provided in this document provide a rough estimate but represent only part of what is being invested nationally to address family violence.

NZ Police and Family Violence prevention and response

Expenditure on family violence related activities, both prevention and response, is an integral component of policing.  An initial analysis, based on budgeted hours over a range of outputs and estimates by four of the 12 police districts shows between 13 per cent and 26 per cent of police budgets were spent on family violence-related activity. It is estimated that an annual investment upwards of $200 million is expended through Vote Police. 

In recent years, police established the position of National Family Violence Co-ordinator (Inspector), based at Police National HQ. The role is focused on developing and improving the police response to family violence nationally. Family Safety Teams have been established as an inter-agency response to family violence. These teams are made up of police supervisors and investigators, as well as adult victim and child advocates. 

Districts are improving the level of resource commitment by establishing Area and Station family violence co-ordinators. Many station level co-ordinators are part-time but an increasing number are becoming full-time. Police have established a Family Violence Governance Group to prioritise, co-ordinate and direct projects relating to family violence.  This group is chaired by Asst Commissioner Nicholls. This has an overall budget of $1.38m. 

Ministry of Social Development

In addition to delivering a wide range of social assistance through the benefit system to victims of violence e.g. DPB, special assistance, relocation grants, the Ministry of Social Development leads on the following list of projects:

Taskforce for Action on Violence within Families – 

The Government has established a Family Violence Ministerial Team and an Interagency Taskforce for Action on Violence within Families.
The 2006 budget announced funding of $11.5 million (GST exclusive) over four years a the Changing Attitudes and Behaviours family violence prevention campaign, with a contribution from the Families Commission bringing funding for the campaign to $14 million. The public launch of the mass media segment of the Campaign for Action on Family Violence will be held on Tuesday, 4 September 2007. The first television advertisements will go to air on Sunday, 9 September.

Family Violence Intervention Programme  

Work and Income Case Managers provide appropriate income support and refer Work and Income clients to specialised family violence prevention services. Budget 2005 allocated funding of $19 million (GST inclusive) over four years for set up costs associated with the project and for resources to support it.  By 30 June 2006, all Work and Income staff had received training in family violence awareness.  

Strong Pacific Families 

Funding of $1.5m was approved up to June 2006 to help prevent violence in Pacific families and communities and increase awareness and ownership of family violence prevention issues amongst Pacific leaders and encourage community action.
Children and Young People Witnessing Family Violence 

In 2005 government provided funding of $8.6 million (GST exclusive) over four years for this initiative to provide 45 full time advocates nation wide and to establish a national infrastructure to provide professional leadership, training and co-ordination for advocates.

Non mandated services for victims and perpetrators of family violence 

Budget 2002 allocated funding of $1 million per year to service providers to provide programmes and services for victims of family violence without protection orders and for perpetrators not mandated by the Court, to attend family violence intervention programmes.  

Elder Abuse and Neglect Prevention (EANP) Services 

This has an overall budget of $1.38m. There are currently 23 Elder Abuse and Neglect Prevention services around New Zealand.

The New Zealand Family Violence Clearinghouse 

A website has been established as a central access point for the latest information on effective family violence prevention, and has links to current initiatives and events, funding and training opportunities, and research and evaluation news. 
Amokura Project 

Driven by the iwi of Te Tai Tokerau (all of Northland) this project is a comprehensive community change initiative, which seeks to establish a safe and secure whanau environment that is violence free.  It involves a range of violence prevention and early intervention initiatives. The budget is $880 900.
Funding of community organisations 

Funding is for services delivered by NGOs in the area of education and prevention of family violence at a community level. The budget is $4.65m.
· Te Rito –funding for networks of providers to undertake a co-ordination role amongst family violence prevention providers. The budget is $1.76m.
· Whanau Violence - Facilitating training of Maori practitioners in the Mauri Ora model, a unique whanau-oriented family violence prevention framework. The budget is $2m.
Child Youth and Family
The majority of the budget for Child Youth and Family is dedicated to dealing with violence towards children, whether through neglect or other more active forms of abuse. The budget for money to be spent by Child Youth and Family in 2007/8 is in the table below:

	Services supplied by CYF
	

	Care and protection services
	$284,761million

	Services supplied by other organisations and part funded by CYF
	

	Education and Prevention
	$5 771 million

	Family Wellbeing Services
	$40 697 million

	Counseling and Rehabilitation Services
	$10 963 million


Everyday Communities 

Everyday Communities is a Child Youth and Family programme that uses a community engagement approach to raise public awareness about child abuse, neglect and family violence. 

Ministry of Health

Budget 2007 set aside $11.2 million over four years that was added to our existing baseline of $0.758m making a total spend of $3.58m per annum. This will enhance the health sector response to family violence and continue our work within the umbrella ‘Violence Intervention Programme’ that:

· ensures that victims of violence using health services receive the support they require, and

· ensures that staff are trained and competent to screen health service users who may be victims of child and partner abuse.

The Ministry funds family violence intervention coordinator positions in all District Health Boards (DHBs). To date:

· Over 4500 health professionals have been trained in family violence intervention; 

· Plunket has screened 29,200 new mothers for violence and made 600 referrals for child abuse;

· 500 GPs and midwives have been trained in family violence prevention.

The Ministry also funds a variety of violence prevention programmes. More information can be found at www.moh.govt.nz/familyviolence.
Accident Compensation Corporation

ACC spent around $32m in the 2006/07 financial year for new and ongoing claims from people who have suffered an assault of a sexual nature. Of this total, an estimated $2.5m was related to sexual abuse suffered by children. Although this figure is not a high percentage of the overall spend this is not a reflection of the number of claims received by this group - it is merely an indication of the difference in entitlements received by adults and children. Children are not eligible for weekly compensation as they are not earners, so their claims cost is a lot lower than adults. 
We would estimate that another approximately $10m is spent on claims relating to sexual assault within the family, between adults. In terms of assault not of a sexual nature, we would estimate an annual spend of $11.6m. 

Please note many acts of family violence do not result in a claim to ACC, and in many cases specific information about the nature of the assault is not recorded. ACC also funds hospitals and DHBs who may administer treatment and care to the victims of family violence. Overall - ACC spends approximately $24.4m annually on the treatment, rehabilitation and prevention of family violence.

Ministry of Justice

Domestic Violence Act Crown Expenses year ended 30 June 2007 – Actual $4,972,881
Domestic Violence Act Crown Expenses year ended 30 June 2008 – Budget $7,866,933
This money is distributed among numerous initiatives and funds programmes for respondents, applicants and the children of applicants for Protection Orders under the Domestic Violence Act 1995. The following are examples of other initiatives already in place or ready to be rolled out:

· In Auckland there is the “Falemalu Whole of Family Project” centred on the Mother of Divine Mercy Refuge.  The Ministry contribution is $50k per annum.

· The “Anger for Change Mothers Programme” run under the auspices of the Far North District Council.  The Ministry contribution is $18k per annum.

· In Upper Hutt there is the “Upper Hutt Community Project on Family Violence” run under the auspices of the Upper Hutt City Council.  The Ministry contribution is $44k per annum.

Department of Corrections

For 2006/2007, actual expenditure on Domestic Violence Prevention programmes in the community was $1,433,473 with 1,780 new starts. The budget for these programmes for 2007/2008 is $1,524,241. 

This is a mandated programme, funded separately from other Ministry of Justice programmes. Community Probation And Psychological Services (CPPS) refers offenders only to external programme providers who are accredited under the Domestic Violence Act 1995 and registered with the Ministry of Justice:

This is the only family/domestic violence programme we offer offenders in the community, although there are multiple providers throughout the country, not just one programme or one provider. CPPS only refers offenders to Domestic Violence Prevention programmes offered by accredited providers. 

Housing New Zealand Corporation

The Corporation provides housing for 51 Women's refuges and up to 10 other non-residential houses that are used by community groups for domestic violence prevention and intervention programmes. While market rent is charged for these properties, the National Collective of Women's Refuges also receives $456,576 in rent support each year.  
Te Puni Kokiri

Te Whakaruruhau Māori Women’s Refuge currently delivers a range of services to support women and children affected by domestic violence.  In the last year, there has been a 300% increase in clients. Funding of $546,000 (GST excl.) has been approved to support Te Whakaruruhau continued implementation of this initiative. 
Since 2002, Mana Social Services Trust has delivered this restorative justice programme for ‘high risk’ 9 – 13 year olds. Funding of $257,353 (GST excl.) was approved to continue delivering this programme for another 12 months. 
The Hoani Waititi Marae initiative builds on previous work carried out by Hoani Waititi Marae to strengthen whānau negatively affected by Methamphetamine use and abuse.  Funding of $304,000 (GST excl.) has been approved to support this project.

Te Whare Ruruhau o Meri delivers a programme aimed at reducing the re-offending among up to 20 of Auckland’s top recidivist offenders (as identified by the NZ Police) and their whānau. Funding of $151,500 (GST excl.) has been approved to deliver this programme for the next 12 months. 

Women’s Affairs

The Ministry of Women’s Affairs does not provide any service programmes directly to the public. Its role is an advisor to other government agencies in the development of policy to improve the well-being of women.

About 20 per cent of the Ministry’s staff is involved in policy making and research relating to family violence. 
Ministry of Education

For children exposed to family violence, education provides an opportunity to learn life skills that may be beneficial for their future decision-making.  We cannot measure how many children and young people who receive education and special education services are affected by family violence. We are investing in a range of initiatives to support schools and help maintain a positive environment beneficial to all students.  Relevant initiatives include:
The Student Wellbeing initiative - teachers are supported to provide students with a range of learning opportunities that focus on the mental health and the well-being of students and of the whole school. A total $930,000 will be invested in 2007-2009.

Atawhaingia Te Pa Harakeke - a professional development programme that looks to provide a comprehensive understanding of child and human development from both a "nature and nurture" perspective. A total $1,008,770 has been invested for 2005/2006. 

Parents as first teachers ($6.484 m) works with between 6,000 and 7,000 families of children aged 0-3 and seeks to support effective parenting and reduce or eliminate violence.
Incredible Years - This is a developmentally-based programme for parents, teachers and children tackle behavioural and emotional problems in young children.  We invested $275,000 in this programme since 2006. 

Eliminating Violence - We invested $430,000 each year for up to 40 schools to participate in the eliminating violence programme. 

